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The undiscovered beauty

THE 
LUSATIAN 
MOUNTAINS 



Lusatian morning from the hill of Klíč
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There are mountains which will astonish you, and 
mountains which will move you. The Lusatian 
Mountains are touching because they have 
a human dimension. The highest peaks do not reach 
the altitude of 800 meters and yet these are the 
mountains where you can find almost everything. 
They are a  perfect link with the surrounding 
landscape formations – their sandstone rocks 
and rock cities look just like the same formations 
in Bohemian Switzerland, they have a volcanic 
character of the Central Bohemian Uplands with their 
conical tops protruding from the wooded hills and at 
the same time they bear a close resemblance to the 
Jizera Mountains with their far stretching mountain 
ridges… All this is embodied in a unique complex 
where your soul becomes refreshed while your eyes 
are sweeping the undulating relief. If they were not 
called the Lusatian Mountains, they could be called 
the Picturesque Mountains. The sight of them is 
comforting; their prominent landmarks are soaring 
with dignity over the ridges covered with the curly 
growth of mixed forests – Luž which is the highest 
one, massive Hvozd (Thick Forest), graceful Klíč 
(Key), dreamy Studenec (Cold Hill) as well as Jedlová 
(Pine Hill), the queen crowned with a stone lookout 
tower. Extensive talus slopes, surprisingly steep 
wooded hillsides and deep valleys, picturesque 
rocky formations eagerly poking out above the tree 
tops, forest temples with columns of silver beeches, 
twinkling lights of flowering brooms and foxgloves, 
beads of folk architecture, sacral monuments 
and breath-taking rock formations generously 
scattered in the forests, stunning caves of Pusté 
Kostely (Abandoned Churches) carved by people, 
historical towns with manors, castles, churches and 
basilicas, wild brooks and streams speeding in the 
arms of the Elbe river, mirrors of pond surfaces, 
unusual groupings of round rocks, but also the 
fanciful basalt and sandstone organs towering to 
the skies in a deafening chord. And furthermore 
there are some remarkable traces which were 
impressed by people – glass works, rock theatres, 
lookout towers and tourist chalets remembering 
even the childhood of tourism, and small concrete 
redoubts commemorating the commitment to 
defend our own borders... Perhaps the meadows 

of the Lusatian Mountains are the most beautiful and 
truly exceptional spots – vast, beautifully blooming 
meadows crawling up hillsides, spreading in valleys 
with solitaires of dateless trees and tempting people 
to wade barefoot in the grass. As soon as the summer 
ends, the Lusatian Mountains are transformed into 
a heady pallet of striking colours and quiet shades. 
Then the winter lays down on the landscape and 
all the colours disappear. White mountain plains 
and forests covered with snowy eiderdown full of 
sparkling sunny diamonds seem endless. 

The Lusatian Mountains are not crowded with 
tourists. As if they were jealously guarded by 
those who know about this concealed treasure. 
In addition, the region is well known for its 
comfortable facilities and tourism services – the 
dense network of well-marked tourist and nature 
trails, numerous and exceptionally varied biking 
tracks, ample opportunities for bathing, ideal and  
well-known climbing terrains, an abundance of 
mushrooms, wonderful fishing as well as the ideal 
conditions for winter sports. The local cross-country 
skiing trails are really wonderful and there are also 
some interesting opportunities for downhill skiing. 
Moreover, the Lusatian Mountains are stretching as 
far as the Saxon side where they are called Zittauer 
Gebirge, i.e. the Zittau Mountains. The mountains 
are indifferent to the national borders and people 
can freely pass the borders from state to state in 
numerous places already for thirty years and see 
this wonderful region as a whole. 

Be frank! How many Czechs could locate correctly 
the Lusatian Mountains at a blind map? Yet, they are 
offering far more than an ordinary man can imagine. 
Perhaps much more than any of the mountain ranges 
forming the border belt of our country. It is the peace 
of the countryside that often makes an enchanted 
visitor wander alone and alone, face to face to the 
genuine beauty.

THE LUSATIAN MOUNTAINS  
– THE UNDISCOVERED BEAUTY
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STUDENEC/ COLD HILL 
A majestic gatekeeper

In Bohemian Switzerland, between the villages 
Jetřichovice and Chřibská, there is a charming place 
called Na Potokách (On the Brooks). Right here, on 
the left bank of the Chřibská Kamenice River, the 
Lusatian Mountains begin. A rather narrow winding 
road surmounts a sharp hill and offers a stunning 
view of a completely different landscape. Stately and 
dreamy Studenec (Cold Hill), overlooking beautiful 
meadows where a herd of graceful hind with a mighty 
stag are grazing, crowns the idyllic atmosphere of 
the region. It is hard to believe that in the mid-18th 
century the soldiers fighting in the monstrous battle 
of the Austro-Prussian War were bleeding there. 
Today the grass is flattering in the wind and only 
small quiet monuments recall the human arrogance. 
A far stretched sea of stones glitters on the top of 
Studenec where a herd of chamois is running around. 
Chamois were brought here by count Kinský in the 
early last century. The one who walks through the 
ancient colonnade of gleaming beeches and reaches 
the very peak can ascend the round staircase of 
the lookout tower above the tree tops and look 
towards the northwest. He will see Bohemian- 

-Saxon Switzerland lying open before him. The Saxon 
mesa mountains will emerge behind the silhouette 
of „Fujijama of Děčín” – Růžový Vrch (Rosy Hill) 
which is alike an impressive basalt lighthouse in 
the middle of sandstone sea. If you turn a little, 
the horizon will change – the Western Lusatian 
Mountains, the mild surf of wooded ridges with 
conical islands of dormant volcanoes. This is where 
one world ends and harmoniously merges with 
another. And you can just descend into the saddle 
below Studenec and get lost in the ocean of richly 
flourishing satin flowers at the low foot of Javorek 
(Little Maple), then walk as far as the crossroad 
at the Křížový Buk (Cross Beech) and the Lusatian 
Mountains will kindly open their arms and the tree 
tops will whisper – You are welcome.

ČESKÁ KAMENICE REGION
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ZLATÝ VRCH/ GOLDEN HILL 
A stone cathedral

Zlatý Vrch hill, towering over the charming village 
of Líska, is undoubtedly one of the wonders of 
the Western Lusatian Mountains. As early as in 
the Tertiary, nature created the architecture which 
humans, in spite of their self-confidence, were not 
able to create during the whole history. The first 
impression is fascinating; this scenery simply takes 
your breath away. Slim columns drawing close to one 
another in a stunning number, perfectly symmetrical 
and sporadically up to thirty metres high are soaring 
into the sky. It is a stone cathedral. The human 
playfulness has created hundreds of statuettes from 
the slivered pieces of basalt below the monumental 
wall. This place resembles a pagan sacrificial site, 
an ancient chapel in the open air. However, its 
history is more mundane. In the 19th century, the 
extraction of the breath-taking basalt pillars began. 
These pillars originated in the volcanic times by 
solidification of magma which reduced its bulk and 
created perfectly regular pentagonal or hexagonal 
pillars. However, in the seventies of the last century 
people realized that the exposed wall due to the 
mining is worth their protection. The quarry was 

closed and since that time it has been possible to 
admire the artful forces of nature. Whoever takes 
the nature trail Studenec Surroundings which climbs 
up Stříbrný Vrch (Silver Hill) where the material was 
quarried as well, can see rather different scenery 
below – a mythical dragon with a steely grey mail 
of skin as if grown in the wall. Moreover, this spot 
offers a breath-taking view of the landscape for 
miles away, the Central Bohemian Uplands and 
Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland on the horizon while 
the nearest vertices of the Lusatian Mountains – 
Pustý Zámek (Abandoned Chateau) and Břidličný 
Vrch (Slate Hill) – are almost within reach. We will 
visit these destinations on the following two pages.
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BRATRSKÝ OLTÁŘ/ FRATERNAL ALTAR 
The oasis of human faith

Česká Kamenice is guarded by dignified hills from 
all sides. A flat rock resembling a stone bridge is 
jutting from one of them and pointing into the space. 
It is Jehla (the Needle). It is not only a remarkable 
outlook which the hill affords from its top; Jehla is 
an interesting hill through and through. Previously 
there was a natural park with pavilions, promenades 
and places where to rest. Today the slopes of Jehla 
are more mysterious but the trip here is one of the 
most beautiful. It is good to start hiking from the 
pilgrimage grounds of the splendid late Baroque 
Marian Chapel. The path from the town is guarded 
by sandstone formations with lookouts which are 
situated in the wooded slope – the Žába (Frog) is 
the first, the Ponorka (Submarine) is just behind. 
Then a tourist can climb the basalt formation of 
Jehla which is offering a splendid view of Česká 
Kamenice and its magnificent surroundings. The 
typical columnar basalt cleat is perceptible on all 
rocks around. The greatest surprise, hidden in the 
forest, is waiting for you a few hundred metres from 
the top. It is a mystical and powerful place, a place 
of prayers, full of despair, hope but first of all belief 

– the Bratrský oltář (Fraternal Alter). Pictures of the 
renovated Stations of the Cross are shining in the 
green shade among the trees as if they grew from 
the sandstone rocks by some magic. The staircase is 
lined by the statues of St John of Nepomuk and St 
Anthony of Padua, the nearby rock altar is guarded 
by the Angel of Death statue. Once it was a place 
where those whose faith was not just official sought 
refuge from persecution, first Catholic Christians, 
later Protestants. Sitting on a stone step, feeling the 
magic of genius loci and listening to the fragments 
of prayers which have been echoing among the rocks 
for centuries is a balsam to the soul. If you overhear 
carefree whooping of children, do not be surprised. 
It is the children from the nearby children’s home 
that look after the tidiness of the place.

ČESKÁ KAMENICE REGION
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PUSTÝ ZÁMEK & BŘIDLIČNÝ VRCH/ DESERTED CHATEAU  & SLATE HILL 
A gateway into the mountains

The idyllic valley of the Kamenice stream is an 
impressive entrance into the Western Lusatian 
Mountains. The glen of unusual charm is winding 
between the villages of Česká Kamenice and Kytlice. 
The crevice between two hills – Pustý Zámek and 
Břidličný Vrch – is a monumental entrance gate 
into the glen. In the prehistoric time it was a single 
massif which water and wind gradually eroded into 
a deeply embedded ravine. On the right bank of the 
Kamenice stream, one of the most beautiful rock 
walls in our country is soaring in the respectable 
height. You will gaze at the scenery of the graceful 
columnar cleat of phonolite rock struck dumb 
with amazement. A gigantic fan, a splendid pile 
of papers or a book which has been just opened – 
everyone’s fantasy is different. Anyway, the natural 
formation rising up the sky is breath-taking. The 
remnants of medieval Fredevald castle sit on the 
top of the rock wall from which a lookout secured 
with railings projects high above the valley. The 
lookout affords a view of the twin of Pustý Zámek – 
Břidličný Vrch which is opposite. Its top is wooded 
predominantly by graceful silver beeches which 

create a picturesque atmosphere. It is another 
location besides Studenec (Cold Hill) where you 
can catch sight of chamois romping around. Břidličný 
Vrch is unique also in another way. The steep walls 
sloping sharply down in the valley are damp all over 
the year. When the winter comes in the Lusatian 
Mountains, the frost seizes power over the rocks 
and creates fabulous ice falls which are loved by 
enthusiastic ice climbers. If you take the biking 
trail on the steep slope of Břidličný Vrch, you can 
admire the attractive view of Pustý Zámek as well 
as of the surrounding forests and hills.
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MLÝNY & KYTLICE 
Mighty attractiveness of the spots

Whoever enters the valley of the Kamenice stream 
between the rocks of Břidličný vrch (Slate Hill) and 
Pustý zámek (Deserted Chateau) finds a charming 
spot full of calm and consoling beauty. The railway 
running along the road through the location is one of 
the most romantic railways in our country. No matter 
how you are ravelling – whether you are going by 
train, by car, by bike or on foot. The alluvial plains 
of the Kamenice stream will lead you between the 
wooded hillsides lining the valley which are here 
and there steep and gentle. The peace of the place 
is almost crystalline. Knitting one’s life together with 
the valley is even more beautiful than perceiving 
its beauty only as a tourist. And therefore Mlýny 
and especially Kytlice (which was the nicest village 
of the Region of Ústi nad Labem in the year 2018) 
have been one of most precious spots since the 
pioneer age of the first weekend cottage owners. 
These villages are indeed beautiful. You will be 
delighted by the winsome forest theatre in Mlýny 
in which Thalia Muse is still reigning, as well as by 
the Church of St Anthony of Padua in Kytlice. A lot 
of other interesting places can be found in Kytlice 

– the pond, the really superb little brewery, the 
wonderful Municipal House with a tiny museum of 
school, as well as with a puppet and attic theatre… 
However, the intangible attractiveness of this 
location does not lie only in all these interesting 
spots. It is especially in the local people that love 
their village and create really friendly environment 
there embellished by cottages and buildings which 
have been maintained for generations. The road 
runs along the Kamenice stream farther beyond 
Kytlice as far as the viaduct, another attraction. 
That is to say that beyond the viaduct, as by 
a wave of a magic wand, the completely different 
world starts, the world of mountain meadows with 
a meandering sapphire stream, the landscape of 
Lusatian forests in the centre of which Hraniční 
Rybník (Border pond) glitters as a divine eye, the 
place of a remarkable atmosphere and the quietest 
beauty. The  Valdštejnská Skála (Valdštejn Rock), 
almost inconspicuous among the trees, is worth your 
attention. Its perfectly flat walls are covered with 
puzzling symbols of precious metals prospectors, 
some of which originated in the 16th century.

ČESKÁ KAMENICE REGION
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JEDLOVÁ &TOLŠTEJN/ PINE MOUNTAIN & TOLŠTEJN CASTLE 

Towards the most beautiful views

Beyond Hraniční Rybník (Border pond), the idyllic 
railway runs up in the hills as far as the charming 
forest railway station Jedlová which was built in 
the mid-19th century. The station, surrounded with 
wooded hillsides, is an ideal starting point for hiking 
in the neighbourhood. No matter which destination 
you choose – nearby the Jelení skály (Deer Rocks) or 
Jedlová (Pine Mountain), the queen of this region, 
or the ruins of Tolštejn castle which are a bit farther, 
everywhere you can find wonderful views and almost 
wild scenery. Since 1891 Jedlová has been crowned 
by an exceptionally well-constructed stone lookout 
tower offering a panoramic view of all Bohemian-
Saxon Switzerland and the Lusatian Mountains. 
For the first time you can see all of them – the 
area of Bohemian Netherlands, as well as the Ore 
Mountains, the Central Bohemian Uplands, Bezděz 
hill, Ještěd Mountain and sometimes, on condition 
that the weather is favourable, you can see as far as 
Sněžka Mountain. The tavern situated at the footing 
of the lookout tower is even two months younger 
than the stone lady itself and is still in operation. 
Jedlová Mountain, the third highest hill of the 

Lusatian Mountains, affords in addition to views also 
ample opportunities for sport activities in the spring, 
including riding down the slopes in the carts or on 
the scooters, and attractive ski slopes for downhill 
skiing in the winter. If you walk down through the 
calm kingdom of upright beeches, you will get to 
the meadows below Tolštejn castle. The massive 
castle with numerous keeps has been sitting on the 
rock spur since the early Middle Ages. In the mid-
17th century it was fatally destroyed and burned 
down. Then it became a hiding place for gangs of 
robbers and footpads, once there was a shanty of 
a hermit. Today only a massive and extensive ruin 
with many lookouts remained of the castle. The ruin 
emblazoned with a lot of mysterious legends was 
a midpoint of the fabulous Tolštejn landed estate 
in the past. It is pleasant to traverse the locality in 
all directions.

TOLŠTEJN REGION
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JIŘETÍN POD JEDLOVOU 
From silver mines to the Stations of the Cross

And indeed, Jiřetín municipality is situated 
under Jedlová hill. Between Jiřetín and the 
queen of the Western Lusatian Mountains there 
is another mysterious and mystic hill – Křížová 
hora (Cross Hill). You can find there one of the 
most beautiful Stations of the Cross in our country. 
This is a late Baroque Passion Via Crucis which 
means that in addition to the stations depicting 
Christ’s ascending Golgotha there is also the 
Garden of Gethsemane with statues of sleeping 
Apostles and Christ visited by an angel. No matter 
if anyone is a believer or not, climbing to the Kaple 
Svatého Kříže (Chapel of the Holy Cross) is a deeply 
intensive experience. It is a place of incredible 
power.  The space between the Chapel and the 
Holy Sepulchre is incredibly energetically active, 
some esoterists have measured a strong stream of 
telluric energy in this place and sensitive people 
can really feel mild prickling. Moreover, Křížová 
Hora was undermined with a lot of adits because 
copper and silver was mined there in the Middle 
Ages. Anyway, one of the adits, the gallery of John 
the Evangelist, is still accessible and entering 

the massive mountain through a narrow tunnel 
is an impressive experience. However, this does 
not mean that Jiřetín does not offer anything 
else. On the contrary, the charming small town 
(which won the title Village of the Year 1998 in 
the nationwide competition) is full of interesting 
building of folk architecture. Just behind the Holy 
Trinity Church there is a really magnificent Baroque 
presbytery. In the gently sloping and neatly- 
-arranged square there is a park with hundred-year- 
-old trees, a remarkable column of St. Lawrence, 
a statue of St John of Nepomuk, a small gallery in 
a beautifully restored Upper Lusatian house and 
a tourist information centre.

TOLŠTEJN REGION
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CHŘIBSKÁ 
Towards perennial honesties and waterfalls

Chřibská is a charming small town in the westernmost 
corner of the Lusatian Mountains where they merge 
into Bohemian Switzerland. The layout of the town 
is rather stretched and its parts are scattered so 
wherever you go you are still in any Chřibská. If 
you walk through Horní Chřibská (Upper Chřibská) 
and a nice valley, you will get to the water reservoir 
Chřibská. Another possibility is to set off along the 
yellow-marked trail to a pair of local waterfalls. On 
the contrary, Dolní Chřibská (Lower Chřibská) looks 
like an open-air museum with wonderful Upper 
Lusatian houses. It is crowned by the renowned 
restaurant Usedlost Na Stodolci and by a beautiful 
alcove chapel with the picture of the Visitation 
of Virgin Mary. In the centre of the village there 
is a picturesque square dominated by the Gothic 
Church of St George with a Baroque chapel and 
arcades. You can find an agreeable coffee bar and 
an information centre in the square but also the 
remarkable museum of Tadeáš Haenke, a local native, 
an outstanding explorer, botanist, physician and 
ethnographer who discovered Victoria Amazonica 
and Chile saltpetre. The natural bathing pool is not 

far from the square. Chřibská is a town of flowers 
as well. In particular, two meadows are splendid 
from spring to autumn – Marschner’s Meadow and 
U Brodských Meadow which are unique nature 
localities because of rare plants, including the 
plants of the orchid family, the Czech “orchids” – 
Dactylorhiza and Epipactis. The woody Měsíční 
údolí (Moon Valley) between the Křížový buk (Cross 
Beech) and the saddle below Studenec (Cold Hill) 
is another sought-after locality. At the end of May 
lunaria rediviva which is colloquially referred to 
as perennial honesty or in Czech – Judas’ silver 
pieces – starts its breath-taking flowering. The beech 
hillsides are covered by a carpet of mauve flowers 
which smell most intensively towards the evening. 
The hiking trip to the Chřibský Hrádek rock (Chřibský 
Little Castle) or to a unique aqueduct hidden in the 
valley of the Chřibská Kamenice is beautiful as well.



12

RYBNIŠTĚ  
Towards the hills of Malý Stožec  & Karlova Výšina (Little Stožec & Charles’Hillock)

The village was formerly founded on the bottom of 
a drained pond so later the village was logically given 
the name Rybniště (i.e. the pond village). Today it is 
an important tourist starting point for the hiking tours 
to two remarkable destinations – Malý Stožec (Little 
Stožec Hill) and Široký Vrch (Broad Hill). Malý Stožec 
affording a wonderful panoramic view is a seldom 
visited hill. In the mid-19th century, the noble family 
of Kinsky had a horse riding path built here; today 
it is necessary to turn off the marked footpath and 
to climb on the hilltop which is surrounded by talus 
slopes. Reaching the top of the hill is really worth 
your exertion. You can sometimes observe a herd 
of chamois running around but the view of the 
landscape is the best reward for those who love 
climbing on mountain peaks. Below the top there 
is the Komora (Chamber), a little cave in the massif 
which is accessible but rather a hidden spot; once it 
was a shelter of Fridolín Rauch, a robber and footpad. 
Before we leave Rybniště and set off towards the 
other destination, we can see the picturesque houses 
in the village and the Church of St Joseph in the 
Art Nouveau style which is clad in glaring colours. 

Now it is time to start hiking along the red-marked 
trail towards Široký Vrch hill, often called Karlova 
Výšina (Charles’ Hillock). You can enjoy splendid 
views here – the first one is the view of the Lusatian 
Mountains panorama and the other is the view of 
Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland. On your hiking tour 
you will be offered ministrations by the Parochial 
Chapel and a refreshing drink from the parochial 
spring, you will pass several interesting phonolite 
rock formations soaring into the sky – the rocks of 
demoniac Hrbolec (Bump Hill) and the ragged Dračí 
skála (Dragon’s Rock). Tired hikers can quench their 
thirst with water from the popular Blažena well… The 
calm is everywhere around. In spite of the splendid 
views and the pleasant hiking tour, you will seldom 
meet a tourist there. Moreover, it is possible to turn 
off to the famous Kögler trail although it leads to 
a different destination. However, a hiking gourmet 
knows very well that Bohemian Switzerland and the 
Lusatian Mountains are a couple of dateless lovers 
which have been touching, interweaving, growing 
one into another and they have been one body and 
soul since time immemorial.

TOLŠTEJN REGION
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DOLNÍ PODLUŽÍ AND VARNSDORF  
From old mine adits into the kingdom of fairies

Dolní Podluží is an ideal starting point for the 
second highest peak of the Lusatian Mountains, 
Pěnkavčí Vrch (Chaffinch Hill). The stately and 
elongated ridge is the most interesting if it is 
seen from the meadows and forests rising up to 
the mountain top. It is difficult to climb on the 
top itself but the most attractive places are just 
below the hilltop. For example, the nature trail 
Údolí Milířky route of which starts right here, on the 
banks of the brook of the same name, surveys the 
interesting geological facts about the Lusatian fault, 
i.e. a dividing line between the Lusatian granite 
massif and the Mesozoic Cretaceous sandstones. 
The wonderful eight-kilometre long circular hiking 
tour along which the information is provided on 
the boards runs along the remnants of mining adits 
where ores of non-ferrous metals were mined as 
well as quartz for glass works. If you walk further 
along the blue-marked trail leading to the top of 
Pěnkavčí Vrch, you will come to the Pětikostelní 
Kámen (Stone of Five Churches) affording 
a marvellous view. The peculiar name of the rock 
is derived from the scenery which can be seen from 

here – five churches. It is only several kilometres 
from Dolní Podluží to Varnsdorf. In the past, owing 
to a great number of textile factories, Varnsdorf had 
a nickname – Little Manchester. Flourishing textile 
industry contributed substantially to the fast urban 
development of the town. Up to the present days, 
lovers of architecture can enjoy a rich diversity of 
architectural styles in the town – from functional 
houses, buildings in the classical, historicist or 
Art Nouveau styles to architecturally remarkable 
buildings of factories. Functional Eltis villa is an 
example of purely purpose-built building, Held 
villa is a unique house, the building of Elite factory 
is in the constructivist style and the spinning mill 
of Perutz brothers represents the Baroque-Revival 
architecture. Another building which is worth 
seeing is the Neo-Gothic Church of St Charles 
Borromeo – the church towers are not finished 
because of the financial difficulties while it was 
being built. The restaurant Hrádek (Little Castle) 
in the romanticizing style with a lookout tower 
which is situated on the hill above the town is 
also worth your visit.
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FROM SVĚTLÍK TO KRÁSNÁ LÍPA 
To the Eastern Gate into Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland

If anyone sets off on a hiking tour to the foothills 
lying to the north of Jiřetín pod Jedlovou, the trail will 
lead him from Dolní Podluží (by the way, in the winter 
you can take advantage of an agreeable local family- 
-owned ski slope) through the meadows around 
Velký Rybník (Large Pond) as far as his brother Světlík 
pond. Once there was a little village there, nowadays 
only several houses remained. One of the buildings 
is exceptionally remarkable. This region was known 
for numerous windmills. Unfortunately, only a few 
of them remained and the windmill in Světlík village 
belongs to the best-preserved ones. Sitting in the 
grass and looking at the quixotic giant is a beautiful 
experience. A hiker can follow the stream of Křinice 
from its river heads which will lead him to Krásná 
Lípa town. This place is often called the Eastern Gate 
into Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland because this is 
where the valley of Křinice stream starts, linking 
both the national parks – the Czech park and the 
Saxon one. Although the town lies on the boundary 
of both the landscape complexes, the character 
of its immediate vicinity is fully Lusatian. Krásná 
Lípa (Beautiful Linden) does credit to its name. 

The beautifully restored square is a peaceful and 
picturesque place dominated by the stately Church 
of St Mary Magdalene. The town is a centre of rich 
cultural life, demonstrating a deep reverence for 
traditions and famous natives. There is a remarkable 
sculpture reminding the fact that the river was 
flowing through the square in the past. Moreover, 
there are a lot of facilities providing tourist services 
and opportunities for various sports activities. 
Furthermore, an impressive interactive exposition 
provides interesting information about Bohemian-
-Saxon Switzerland; you can admire architecturally 
interesting villas and houses, including the biggest 
functional building in our country – the villa of 
Joseph Franz Palme. The hamlet of Kamenná Horka 
lying in the meadows above the town is formed by 
several Upper Lusatian houses whose architecture 
has a typical Lusatian character – a long row of 
small attic windows.

TOLŠTEJN REGION



15

PRYSK 
An enchanting village below Střední Vrch (Middle Hill)

If you are approaching from the west, you will come 
to Prysk which is one of the first villages of a typically 
Lusatian character in this region. What constitutes 
this distinctiveness? Primarily, a brook flowing 
idyllically through the village connects all three parts 
of this outstretched village. Secondly, you can find 
charming folk architecture there, the Baroque Church 
of SS Peter and Paul, a remarkable and priceless 
church, which has a separately standing campanile. 
Long-time care of weekend cottage owners mingles 
with the purposeful pragmatism of local citizens and 
thus creates a unique character of the village. Most 
of the Lusatian villages are like this one. However, 
Prysk exceeds them – it was chosen as the most 
beautiful village of the region and the second nicest 
in our country. You can get to Prysk from Česká 
Kamenice if you follow the Fuch’s Historical Trail. 
Another trail wanders through the village – the 
Meixner’s Activity Trail which comprises a variety 
of amusing activities. In the neighbourhood of 
Prysk there are 50 climbing trails with various 
levels of difficulty 3-7… However, ten-kilometre 
long Riedl’s Circuit Trail is a real gem – it provides 

hikers with the information about the Lusatian 
Mountains in brief. This hiking trail is provided with 
blue marks and it leads over Lipový Vrch (Linden 
Hill), covered by stately beeches, continues along 
the swimming pool, passes the church which was 
constructed by Peter Paul Columbani, climbs up the 
spectacular hill of Ovčácký Vrch (Shephard’s Hill), 
a wooded forelock above the meadows, runs up to 
the highest top – Střední Vrch (Middle Hill) the rocky 
top of which is soaring high above the landscape. 
This hill has a character of typical columnar basalt 
cleat. It affords an impressive panoramic view and 
a unique atmosphere in all weathers. Then the trail 
passes the Riedl’s Cave which is a sanctuary of bat 
colonies, and runs back to Prysk, to the village which 
will leave permanent traces in your soul.
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POLEVSKO AND KLUČKY 
Plains and meadows devoted to sport activities and a unique quarry

The meadows above Polevsko are, without any 
doubt, one of the most impressive places in the 
Lusatian Mountains. The place nearby a restored 
little chapel with a picture of Christ on the Mount of 
Olives, shaded by patulous treetops of three massive 
lindens, affords one of the most beautiful views of 
mountain panorama. You are never tired of watching 
the scenery with majestic Klíč (Key) in the forefront 
and the undulating bluish hills behind. In the winter, 
the paths winding carelessly through the meadows 
turn into sought-after trails for cross-country skiing. 
The Lusatian cross-country skiing arterial trail starts 
on the top of Luže and runs over Ptačinec hill and the 
Stožecké Sedlo (Stožecké Saddle), around Bouřný Hill 
(Stormy Hill) as far as Polevsko. The place between 
the hills Medvědí Hůrka (Bear Hillock) and Medvědí 
Vrch (Bear Hill) is a starting point of other cross- 
-country trails running in different directions but 
later they merge into the arterial trail again which 
will lead an enchanted skier over Polevský Vrch 
as far as Prácheň. Moreover, Polevsko which was 
once a village with a glass-making tradition boasts 
a large ski area with well-maintained ski slopes 

which turns into a bike park with numerous trails 
in the summer. Peter Paul Columbani constructed 
the Baroque church in Polevsko as well. This church 
is consecrated to the Holy Trinity. The plains and 
meadows around Polevsko are renowned for cross- 
-country skiing. However, in summer the beauty 
of meadows is unattainable – particularly if you 
climb up the hill called Klučky (Stubs). You will be 
amazed by the fascinating scenery because you will 
find yourself in the centre of an abandoned quarry 
with a high wall of massive stone columns. Yes, it is 
the basalt rock face with its typical columnar cleat 
but in a slightly different form. The scenery will give 
you the impression of walls of a mythical town. High 
above the quarry there is a lookout offering a view 
of the Lusatian Mountains from a different angle.
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KAMENICKÝ ŠENOV 
The most famous Czech Organ

It is a town with great glass-making history as well 
as with interesting present life. The Glass Museum 
is a great attraction for all visitors. However, this is 
not the only remarkable sight in Kamenický Šenov. 
You will find several really beautiful patrician 
houses, stately classical buildings with mansard 
roofs which were built by glass merchants; the 
cemetery in the vicinity of the Church of St John 
the Evangelist (another building constructed by 
Peter Paul Columbani) will astonish visitors by richly 
adorned Rococo and Classical gravestones while 
well-built gravestones of rich glass-makers families 
are in the new cemetery. However, the greatest 
tourist attraction lies in the suburb – in the urban 
neighbourhood called Prácheň. It is the Panská skála 
(Lordly Rock) which has had its fitting nickname 
Varhany (Organ) from time immemorial. This rock 
is the most frequented volcanic geologic site in the 
Czech Republic. No wonder. This striking rock with 
perfectly regular basalt columns soaring high into 
the sky was exposed due to extensive quarrying in 
the past. You do not need a great imagination to see 
and hear astonishing church organ in this stately 

scenery. When the proud princess Krasomila and 
king Miroslav were hurrying past the rock in the film 
fairy tale from the year 1952, all the nation took 
a fancy to this unusual and spectacular rock. This 
stone organ has been a famous spot ever since. 
The same name, the Varhany (Organ), was given 
also to the charming and unusual biking trail. The 
starting point of the trail is in Česká Lípa, and then 
the trail leads to this Prácheň attraction and runs 
along a defunct rail road. The illusion is almost 
perfect. While a cyclist is climbing up the gentle 
slope (the standard specifications determined only 
an easy rising for railways), he is surrounded by the 
surprising scenery which gives him a persistent 
impression that just behind the next trail bend he 
will hear a train blowing the horn.
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NOVÝ OLDŘICHOV, OKROUHLÁ, SKALICE U ČESKÉ LÍPY 
Glass-making and firefighting tradition

The biking trail Varhany (Organ), mentioned above, 
is intersecting Nový Oldřichov. All those who admire 
and respect the profession of fire fighters have an 
opportunity to visit the Museum of Firefighting 
Techniques with an extensive collection of more 
than 400 exhibits of firefighting technique. Four-
wheeled fire-engines, extending ladders, fire-
brigade trucks, a steam fire-engine... And some 
of the exhibits are almost 250 years old! On the 
opposite side of Kamenický Šenov there is Okrouhlá 
hamlet surrounded by meadows and forests. An 
inquisitive visitor can walk through the geologic park 
demonstrating a rich variety of Lusatian rocks which 
is situated in the vicinity of the village. He will be 
enchanted by a peaceful, rather relaxing character 
of the hamlet but sooner or later he will head for 
the unusual and picturesque Neo-Gothic building 
standing by the road to Skalice. In the late 19th 
century, Karel Meltzer, the owner of glass painting 
workshop and the supplier of church windows for the 
imperial court, built a fifteen-metre-high hexagonal 
tower as an extension to his workshop which was 
used as a display room of church stained glass 

windows until 1907. At that time a conservatory 
with a fountain was inside the building. Nowadays 
the building is visibly dilapidated and yet it has its 
unusual charm. Where are all of those four hundred 
windows which were produced here? Fortunately, 
it is easy to track eight of them – they decorate the 
Church of St Anne in Skalice u České Lípy which is 
only eight kilometres from here. The local nature 
trail will lead you apart from other things to the 
road ending in an abandoned quarry at the foot of 
Skalický Vrch (Skalický Hill). The quarry contains 
a vast underground labyrinth of ten monumental 
cave domes which originated in the time when 
sandstone of high quality was quarried there. As 
the caves are homes of bat colonies, they are not 
open to public. Only film-makers were permitted to 
enter them. When they were shooting the fairy tales 
Peklo s princeznou (It is the Hell with the Princess), 
Z pekla štěstí (Helluva Good Luck) or Tajemství 
staré bambitky (Secret of an Old Pistol), the caves 
became locations of some scenes.
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SLOUP V ČECHÁCH 
From a rock castle towards a rock city

There are places where you feel comfortable 
without knowing why. There are villages where 
you experience feeling that you could live there 
forever. Sloup v Čechách is such a village. Narrow 
winding roads along the Dobranovský brook lined by 
picturesque pearls of folk architecture and carefully 
tended gardens are arousing peace and calm. As if 
everything was exactly in the right place. If you are 
standing below the high monadnock of Poustevnický 
Kámen (Hermit’s Stone) which is towering above the 
village you are simply astonished. In the past several 
medieval dwellings were located here. On the top of 
the rock there are remnants of a Baroque hermitage 
and a Renaissance manor house. The rock itself 
contains a complex of interconnected carved caves. 
You can also admire several interesting buildings in 
the village – the castle of Kinsky (which houses the 
old people's home now), the remarkable building 
of the former alms-house, the Baroque Church of 
St Catherine and the presbytery from the same 
period. The linden alley leads up to the Baroque 
Chapel of St John of Nepomuk. All these sights are 
attractive but the majority of people prefer hiking in 

the mountains. Sloup is a starting point to a complex 
of carved caves which are called the Pusté Kostely 
(Deserted Churches) in this region, for example, the 
caves of Velká Cikánská Jeskyně and Malá Cikánská 
jeskyně (Grand and Small Gipsy Caves). The hiking 
trail will take you to several interesting spots – the 
amazing area of rock city, the spectacular lookout 
tower Na Stráži, several cave hermitages, the forest 
theatre and to a number of other lookouts and caves. 
You can choose from several circuits of lookout trails 
or you can decide to take the nature trail through 
the village. Moreover, if you take into consideration 
Radvanecký Rybník, a nearby pond, affording one 
of the best opportunities for bathing in the region 
(we will return to the pond on the following page) 
and a number of well-marked hiking and biking 
trials, you will come to the conclusion that this 
is a really attractive place. If you do not visit this 
region, you cannot say that you really know the 
Lusatian Mountains.
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SVOJKOV 
A breath-taking rock city in the neighbourhood of Modlivý Důl

The rock city above Sloup gradually merges into the 
region of unusually formed sandstone formations 
nearby Svojkov village. This is a cultural landscape 
touched by man – and touched beautifully. The 
building of local pub in the Empire style is considered 
the central point of Svojkov because it served as 
an important facility for tourists as early as in the 
second half of the 19th century. From the pub it is 
possible to set off on hiking tours in two directions. If 
you climb up the south-western slope to the former 
castle park, you will be awarded with the spectacular 
scenery of Svojkov castle ruin with two rock chapels 
nearby. If you decide to take the trail leading in 
the opposite direction, you will reach the region 
of Modlivý Důl, one of the most attractive sights 
of the Lusatian Mountains. The forest path climbs 
gently between the rocks and further it merges into 
the Stations of the Cross ending in the impressive 
little rock square with a chapel carved in the rock 
which is a little Czech parallel to Jordan Petra in 
the Valley of Moses. Countess of Kinsky had the 
chapel carved here in the late 18th century, namely 
in the place which had been worshipped by people 

for years as a miraculous Marian and pilgrimage 
place. The impression is almost fascinating. The 
monumental chapel looks as if it grew from the rock. 
The oratory with a simple cross situated on the slope 
above the rock chapel is easily accessible up the 
stairs. Through the narrow ravine a hiker ascends 
the steep path up the Svojkovské Skály (Svojkov 
Rocks) and Dědovy Kameny (Grandpa’s Stones), 
he passes the caves carved in the rock, here and 
there he is delighted with views of the landscape, 
and finally, standing on the flat rocks overhanging 
above the emptiness, he finds himself between the 
rock giants towering above the valley and his eyes 
can sweep the horizon. If you decide to continue 
northward above the valley of Modlivý Důl, climbing 
over Slavíček (Little Nightingale Hill) you will get to 
the trail leading to the Sloup rock city which was 
mentioned above.
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RADVANECKÝ RYBNÍK/ RADVANEC POND 

The best bathing far and wide

Radvanecký Rybník pond lies between Sloup 
v Čechách and Radvanec. It is a famous pond and 
the local people know very well that bathing here 
is much better than anywhere else. Almost all sides 
of more than nine-hectare pond are framed by 
pine-forest; the undulated horizon is dominated by 
the hills of Strážný (Guard) and Ortel (Verdict). The 
pond has been used as a recreation spot for ages, 
nearly for 130 years. In 1890 a part of the shore was 
transformed into a sandy beach which was gradually 
enlarged and completed by a grassy area. The 
gradual slope of sandy bottom which facilitates the 
access into water predestined the pond to become 
a perfect place for water sports. Holidaymakers 
can easily find lodgings and refreshment, boats 
are also available for them, the opposite sides of 
pond offer fishing opportunities, the pine forest 
draws mushroom pickers. Even the peat bog on 
the northern side was adjusted for cyclists – two 
single tracks for mountain bikes called “Radvaneckej 
Swamptrejl” (“Swamp trail of Radvanec”) were built. 
The surroundings are exceptionally attractive both 
for hiking and for cycling trips, nearby rock walls 

afford climbing of various levels of difficulty, the 
landscape is ideal for horse riding... It sounds like 
an idyll and actually, it is an idyll. No matter what 
type of holiday you choose by Radvanecký Rybník, 
it will be never boring. The pond is an ideal starting 
point for exploring the western half of the Lusatian 
Mountains, the accessibility to all described sights 
and attractive spots is in about tens of minutes. If 
anyone needs a secret tip for an interesting spot, 
he can sets off on hiking to the rock chasm on the 
southern side of the pond. This is the place where 
the Dobranovský Potok brook, supplying the pond 
with water, falls under the vaulting of sandstone 
blocks and disappears deep in the rock chasm. 
Then the stream hurries towards Sloup and winds 
among cottages of the village.
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RADVANEC 
A romantic tour into the Údolí Samoty (Valley of Solitude)

The picturesque village of Radvanec stretching 
in the valley along the stream of Dobranovský 
Potok is remarkable especially for folk rock-cut 
reliefs. A colourful sandstone relief with a motif 
of crucified Christ is right in the village centre, 
several steps down the brook stream there is 
a relief of a knight, and on the contrary, a relief 
of Calvary is situated above the village. Now we 
are on the blue-marked trail which runs through 
the meadow and along the wood edge to a little 
cross. This is the place where you can decide which 
direction to continue. No matter which direction 
you choose, you will be awarded. The trail to the 
left will take you to the Havraní skaly (Rook rocks), 
a group of seven sandstone towers. According to 
a legend it is a cavalcade of a brutal knight turned 
to stone. Majestic Klíč (Key) dominates the view of 
the surrounding landscape. If you prefer hiking to 
the right, the trail will lead you to the fascinating 
scenery, to a pair of rocks – the Panenská Skála 
(Virgin‘s Rock) (or is it that wicked knight turned 
to stone while hunting an innocent maiden?) and 
the massif of Čertova stěna (Devil’s Rock) which is 

often called the Škuner (Schooner). Hardly any rocks 
in the Lusatian Mountains are so spectacular and 
photogenic. Another rock-cut relief is nearby – this 
time a folk carver depicted the whipping of Christ. 
However, the real romantic atmosphere starts at 
the crossroads of trails from where the green mark 
leads to the Údolí Samoty (Valley of Solitude). It is 
about two-kilometre tour along the brook flowing 
between high sandstone walls which are decorated 
with another rock-cut relief, you can refresh from 
the Augenwasserquelle well water of which is said 
to have a magic power to heal eye ailments. Almost 
at the end of the valley you will approach the Skalní 
Brána (Rock Gate) which is a massive fissure at the 
entrance but its height is rapidly lowering while you 
are walking through. It is possible to return along 
the unmarked ridge trail affording uninterrupted 
views of the countryside. If you decide to take 
a direct way from the crossroads, you will be led 
by the blue mark into the Údolí Vzdechů (Valley of 
Sighs). The entrance into the valley is guarded by 
two high rocks – the Hříbek (Button Mushroom) and 
the Perníková stráž (Gingerbread Guard).
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SVOR 
Where is hidden the Key (Klíč) to the Lusatian Mountains?

The appearance of the village of Svor is a little 
deceptive. It is intersected by the former imperial 
road leading from Rumburk through the legendary 
Šébr (Stožecké Sedlo – Stožec Saddle) where 
a rectangular curve turns the road towards the 
village. However, it is a little deceptive to presume 
that this is the place where Svor starts because the 
lovely village starts a few metres further and the 
nearer you are to the diversion to Klíč (Key) hill, 
the more beautiful the village is. It is possible to 
walk through the village along a new local nature 
trail surveying the local history and flora. Then an 
unexpected change – the red-marked trail swiftly 
ascends and all of a sudden you will find yourself in 
a magic land of silver beeches supporting the sky. 
You will walk along the stone paths and climb up the 
elaborately constructed stairs. Below you, the sixty- 
-metre high rock wall stands firmly in the greyish 
talus slope and a herd of chamois are running around. 
You are amazed looking at Klíč hill because it is not 
only a mountain; it is a phenomenon, a microworld, 
a natural gallery. Seen from a distance, it gives the 
impression of a perfect cone. Seen at short range and 

trodden by dusty shoes, this Klíč unlocks and opens 
your soul for genius loci of the Lusatian Mountains. 
The top of the hill is a bare phonolite monadnock 
affording one of the most beautiful panoramic 
views of the mountains. You can see all the Lusatian 
Mountains, Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland, the Central 
Bohemian Uplands as well as the Jizera Mountains… 
It is almost impossible to leave this spot because it 
is terrific in all weathers.  Alpine asters bloom here, 
oak forests are complemented by warm-requiring 
beech woods, by the way this place is the highest 
locality in the Czech Republic where beech woods 
grow (and finally, the Lusatian Mountains have also 
something which is the highest). In spite of the fact 
that the name of the hill was derived from a rich 
spring area at its foot (the expression “ključ” meant 
“spring” in Old Slavonic language), the mountain of 
Klíč (Key) unlocks the Lusatian Gate – the secrets 
and mystic gate.
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NOVÝ BOR, LINDAVA 
Seven centuries of delicate beauty

The Lusatian Mountains could be called the Glass 
Mountains as well. Glass-makers settled here with 
their simple glass works as early as in the 13th 
century. There was an abundance of wood – both 
of the fire-wood for heating up furnaces and of 
the first-quality beech wood for the production 
of basic material, ash. There were quartz veins 
as well and rivers full of quartz boulders. So the 
primeval forest was gradually changed into the 
cultural landscape. Glass works scattered around 
the country gave birth to glass. Up to the present 
the glass is born here but the technology of 
production is much more sophisticated. However, 
the glass batch, a mixture which is transformed 
into the molten glass in the hellish heat of furnace, 
does not differ from the medieval one. That is 
what connects the glass-makers of the past and 
the present glass craftsmen. The glass-making 
was developing for centuries, as any other human 
activity, but the Baroque was the period of its 
rapid expansion and bloom because the glass-
-makers started to improve and decorate their 

products with opulent cutting, engraving and 
painting. The products of local glass-makers 
became sought-after articles of flourishing 
trading in glass. At that time the fame of Lusatian 
glass spread worldwide and these glass products 
have been in favour ever since. Nový Bor became 
gradually one of the biggest centres of the glass 
making and trade. A prestigious glass vocational 
school (another one is in Kamenický Šenov) and 
the Glass Museum are located here. The Glass 
Museum was founded in 1893 and since mid-20st 
century it has had its seat in a splendid storey 
house with a mansard roof and a late Baroque 
entrance portal which is a typical building in this 
town of glass makers and traders. In addition 
to a  permanent glass exposition presenting 
the long-lasting development of the Lusatian 
glass manufacturing in its technological and 
trading changes on really outstanding and 
graceful exhibits, the thematic exhibitions and 
international glass workshops are held in the 
museum. Various glass objects are in Nový Bor 
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almost everywhere – glass sculptures in the 
streets, sales galleries with domestic as well as art 
glass, a unique show-room specializing in modern 
glass art and a restaurant where, separated by 
a glass wall, you can watch glass blowers working 
at the furnace. Travelling around the Lusatian 
Mountains to know the glass-making tradition 
would be a long and manifold wander. However, 
one place is worth mentioning – the village of 
Lindava stretching in the valley of the Svitavka 
stream below the magic hill of Ortel (Verdict). 
A really opulent feast is waiting here for all lovers 
of delicate beauty – the Glassmaker‘s Tavern, 
the extensive park with glass art sculptures, 
the spacious and spectacular glass works with 
a lot of furnaces where you have opportunity to 
watch glass-blowers at work, or the guided tour of 
the glass works. Lindava represents the present 
Lusatian glass manufacturing and it is a living 
proof that our country is still a world-famous 
power in the glass industry. Although the Glass 
Museum in Kamenický Šenov was mentioned on 

a different page, it is worth mentioning in this 
context. The permanent exhibition of the museum 
displays the development of engraved and cut 
glass from the 17th century till the present. The 
topical exhibition “Where do we come from? 
Who are we? Where are we going?” will lead you 
throughout the centuries of traditional engraving 
which is the queen of glass decorating techniques. 
The glass objects tell tales from the past as well as 
from recent time about the lives of our ancestors, 
their work, struggles and loves. You can learn a lot 
about the local glass vocational school which is 
the oldest school of this type in the world.
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PUSTÉ KOSTELY/ DESERTED CHURCHES 

Caves created by human hands

This is a poetic name of rock caves which are one 
of the attractive sights in the Lusatian Mountains. 
The Pusté Kostely caves. These artificial caves 
whose vaulting is supported by many pillars carved 
concurrently with the caves really resemble the 
churches. And they are deserted as well, undoubtedly 
most of them. They are particularly remarkable 
spots having a rather fairy tale atmosphere. When 
the fairy tale S čerty nejou žerty (Give the Devil 
His Due) was filmed, the largest cave served as 
a location for hell. These caves did not originate 
because of sentimentalism and necessity to build 
underground space in rocks. The caves originated 
mostly in the course of 18th and 19th centuries as 
a secondary effect of sand quarrying, the material 
which is necessary for the production of mirrors. 
There are numerous caves in the Lusatian Mountains, 
especially in the Regions of Nový Bor and Cvikov. 
The most widely known caves are in the valley of 
the Svitavka River between the villages Svitava and 
Velenice. Although the trail is not marked, you will 
not get lost. The river stream will lead you from 
Svitava to the inputs into a former carved water race-

-way, leading to the mirror workshop, and then you 
will get to a narrow road. Nearby there is the Pustý 
Kostel II which you can walk through. It is strange 
that the caves do not arouse any uneasy feelings. 
On the contrary, these vaults have unusual charm 
and attractiveness so wandering through them is 
rather curious. Those who are more courageous 
can visit also the Pusté Kostely I. These caves, now 
called Hell Vaults, were considerably adapted by the 
motorcycle club. The building of former mirror works 
is situated only several hundred meters further. 
The factory was supplied with water through the 
carved race-way. This mirror works was not the 
only manufacture of this type in the region. The 
operation of all mirror works was stopped long ago, 
only these monumental breath-taking underground 
caves remained.
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CVIKOV REGION

ROCK-CUT RELIEFS AT CVIKOV 
Towards the Dutý Kámen (Hollow Stone) and Skála Smrti (Rock of Death)

The rock-cut reliefs are another distinctive 
phenomenon of the Lusatian Mountains and 
there are countless reliefs all over the region. 
These reliefs show the urge of common Baroque 
people to express their piety in the open air. At 
that time the oldest reliefs originated and these 
are considered to be a type folk creation, in most 
cases made by unknown authors. The relief subjects 
were mostly scriptural, mainly with the subject of 
Passion. There are also a lot of remarkable rock-cut 
reliefs created by known artists. Their motivation 
was double – to express their genuine patriotism 
and to attract tourists into the region. In the vicinity 
of Cvikov you can find two works of that kind. The 
authors of the rock reliefs are two members of 
the local section of the Mountain Association for 
Northernmost Bohemia – Karl Beckert, a teacher, 
and Karl Bundesmann, a gendarme sergeant. The 
tourists were and still are attracted by their works. 
In the forests between Kunratice and Lindava, the 
green-marked trail which branches off from the road 
will lead you to the rock wall with a scene cut in the 
sandstone. It is an interpretation of a legend – an 

evil and wicked knight is chasing an innocent girl 
who dies falling off the rock top. The second joint 
work created by the teacher and the gendarme 
sergeant is the relief of the poet Theodor Körner 
which is rock-cut on the Dutý Kámen (Hollow Stone) 
below Drnovec hill. It is worth climbing up the Dutý 
Kámen also for another reason – it is one of the most 
attractive spots of the Lusatian Mountains. A short 
trail running along a narrow rocky ridge leads among 
fanciful rock formations, past a stone bench called 
“Karolinin odpočinek” (Caroline's Rest) with a rock- 
-cut relief; then it continues past a monadnock which 
is a unique specimen of a rare sandstone columnar 
cleat and finally the trail ends at the base of staircase 
carved in the rock which climbs to the hilltop. On 
the top there is a stone table which was formally 
provided with a sun dial. A lot of wonderful things 
can be found in this not very large region.
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SWITZERLAND OF KUNRATICE 
Forgotten beauty of lookouts and forest idylls

The expression Switzerland of Kunratice is 
gradually fading away from the maps as well as 
from people’s memory even though it gives a true 
picture of the landscape around Cvikov, especially 
between Zelený Vrch (Green Hill) and Kunratice 
village. Let us start our journey to this poetic area 
from Cvikov. Northern end of the town stretches as 
far as Křížový Vrch (Cross Hill) towering above it. This 
is a peaceful, consoling and very powerful place. 
This might be the reason why the original three 
crosses were completed with other constructions in 
the Baroque period which laid foundations for the 
Stations of the Cross. The Stations were completely 
restored in the late 19th century. Today you can walk 
along the Stations which were consecrated in the 
year 1900 and then ascend to the Holy Sepulchre. 
Your attention will be attracted by the creeping 
mountain meadow and by the dominant of Zlatý 
Vrch (Golden Hill). A splendid lookout trail with two 
resting places – U Švýcarské Boudy (At the Swiss Hut) 
and the Schillerova Vyhlídka (Schiller’s Lookout) – 
winds like a ring around the hill. The Cvikov circuit, 
the name given to this panoramic trail, takes an 

enchanted hiker to the remnants of stone theatre 
and continues to Drnovec, a village from which it 
winds through a carved hollow way as far as the 
picturesque rock chapel from the year 1834. The 
following part of the trail will lead you to the place 
of calm and pure beauty. The trail runs down into the 
valley which is covered by thick bilberry growth and 
surrounded by striking rocks. A nook with a stone 
bench and a little relief is carved in one of them. 
You can grasp from the relief that the place is called 
the Karlův Odpočinek (Charles’ Rest) and that it was 
built by local people to show their respect for Karl 
Beckert, the chairman of the Mountain Association 
and the creator of rock-cut reliefs. In addition, there 
is an interesting Waltro cave on the slope nearby 
where a group of resistance fighters found their 
shelter at the end of the World War II. Finally the trail 
leads into a beautiful subalpine meadow tempting 
to walk in the grass barefoot.

CVIKOV REGION
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MAŘENICE 
A dreamt-of oasis in the valley of the Svitavka creek

The area of the Lusatian Mountains boasts a great 
number of villages which are idyllic places for 
weekend cottage owners. Kytlice, Krompach, 
Heřmanice, Kryštofovo údolí – these are only a few 
names of many. Mařenice could be comparable with 
the first three of them. Why? It is difficult to explain, 
if you do not have a personal experience. Lovely 
beads of folk architecture, Upper Lusatian houses 
carefully maintained for generations, peaceful 
and pleasing atmosphere of the place nestled 
in the Svitavka creek valley with the scenery of 
the Lusatian hills in the background. Remarkable 
sights impart uniqueness and local colour to the 
place. It is primarily the beautiful and monumental 
Baroque Church of St Mary Magdalene constructed 
by Octavius Broggia who was a prominent architect 
of the North-Bohemian Baroque. The church was 
decaying for years. Nowadays it is restored and 
completed – its interior and mainly the sgraffito 
Stations of the Cross in the arcades behind the 
church which are works of contemporary artists. 
Calvary is another unforgettable work. This newly 
restored chapel towers above Mařenice in the place 

where it is worth climbing up. Another work of art, 
a Baroque sculptural group, is situated in the centre 
of the village. The road through the valley runs 
from Mařenice to smaller Mařeničky with beautiful 
Kunratické Rybníky ponds in the vicinity of the 
village. The ponds are ideal for bathing. The trails 
running through the forest and on gentle hill slopes 
are lined by numerous rock-cut reliefs, for example 
the exceptional rock-cutting Escape of the Holy 
Family in Egypt, and a really unique stone altar of 
the Holy Trinity which belongs to the gems of the 
Lusatian Mountains. Nearby Mařenice and Mařeničky 
you can find the preserved peat bog areas with 
blooming hungry sundews and airy cotton grass, 
several massive, often more than hundred-metre 
long water race-ways carved in the rocks, breath-
taking solitary trees in the meadows, chapels... This 
countryside is indeed beautiful.
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SIRNÝ PRAMEN/ SULPHURIC SPRING 
One of the most mysterious places in the Lusatian Mountains

The Lusatian Mountains have another feature which 
has not been mentioned yet. They are arcane, 
mysterious, and almost mystical especially when 
autumn colours the hillsides with all the shades, 
fogs flood the valley, wind ruffles hair of meadows 
and silver beech-woods turn mute. This is the right 
time to climb up Ortel (Verdict). Once there was 
a primeval sacrificial site so the energy of the place 
is very dark. On the contrary if you reach the top of 
Klíč hill, a place of ancient pagan rituals, you will 
be flooded by positive energy. Similarly, you can 
feel the stream of telluric energy while walking 
along the Jiřetín Stations of the Cross. There are 
a lot of spots like these ones in the mountains. 
Sirný Pramen (Sulphuric Spring) in the vicinity of 
Horní Světlá village is one of the most impressive 
spots. The place where the spring flows out from the 
ground is almost imperceptible, about a hundred 
metres distant from the forest way, just close by the 
stream of Hamerský potok into which the spring is 
flowing. Every day this place is completely different. 
It depends on the light, weather, season and mood. 
The site is remarkably photogenic. The well created 

by the spring would not certainly attract you to 
quench your thirst with its water. The well looks as if 
the strange yellow mushrooms covering the bottom 
were growing from it; clots of extra-terrestrial staff 
proliferate in water, sulphuric pool is in boil. The 
water flowing from the spring is of ochre, almost 
orange colour. This striking infernal kettle was given 
its name unjustly. People thought that the yellow 
and orange formations in water had been created 
by sulphur therefore they called the spring Sirný 
Pramen (Sulphuric Spring). The reality is slightly 
different and the explanation of the facts has been 
known only for about a hundred years. The agent 
of the coloured formations in the ferruginous 
water is the bacterium Leptothrix ochracea living 
in symbiosis with the rare alga, diatom Navicula 
Pelliculosa.  It is the feeling aroused by this forest 
corner that is important. And this feeling is extremely 
intensive.

CVIKOV REGION
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MILŠTEJN  
A rock gate into a bygone age

There are a  lot of witnesses of the pride and 
glory of noble families in the Lusatian Mountains. 
However, there is tangible evidence that human 
glory is passing. As most of us are sentimental, 
castle ruins, though only supposed according to 
thickly overgrown ramparts, tempt and attract us. 
I have mentioned the castles of Tolštejn, Sloup, 
Svojkov and Fredevald; later we will get to the 
monumental Oybin. Milštejn is one of the most 
impressive and picturesque ruins. Hidden deep in 
the forests, it is accessible if you follow the red-
marked trail from Rousínov or if you approach it 
from the other side, from Mařenice. Originally called 
Mühlstein, it sat at the place where sandstone was 
quarried for the production of millstones. As early 
as the 13th century there was a castle on the rock 
provided with a massive dungeon towering above 
the surrounding forests until the 19th century. 
Mildštejn castle became dilapidated sometime in 
the 16th century but its ruining culminated when 
the quartz sandstone was quarried there. This 
material was used for the production of millstones, 
grindstones and cannon balls. The mining activities 

which became more intensive in the 19th century 
absorbed gradually the dungeon, a majority of 
masonry as well as a part of the rock on which the 
castle was sitting. But yet the Milštejn ruins are more 
or less unique and interesting. The entire secret 
consists in the rocks which have been keeping the 
castle company since the very beginning. As a matter 
of fact, the castle was built between the rock towers 
which impart a peculiar atmosphere to the place 
today. The splendid rock gateway, almost three and 
a half metres high and seven metres wide, is the 
most impressive part of the former castle complex. 
However, this gateway was not created by castle 
builders; it probably resulted from the massive 
erosion of the rock long time before humans started 
to build their settlements.
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HORNÍ SVĚTLÁ 
Up on Luž Hill, the highest mountain, the noon mountain

If you are climbing up the narrow road from Mařenice 
to the highest peak of the Lusatian Mountains, at 
first you will get to Dolní Světlá village and then to 
Horní Světlá. Although both the villages have a rather 
recreational character, they are very picturesque 
because the owners of weekend cottages take 
almost meticulous care of their treasures. Cottages 
and little houses which are largely Upper Lusatian 
houses are often polished like gems. You may spend 
a lot of time observing and admiring them. Horní 
Světlá is an ideal starting point to two remarkable 
spots. If you follow the green-marked trail for about 
four kilometres to the south, you will reach the forest 
dam with encouraging name of Naděje (Hope). The 
dam which was built in 1930s on the Hamerský 
Potok brook affords romantic bathing. Although 
the dam water is rather cold and bathing is without 
a comfortable beach, this could be an unforgettable 
experience. If you set off to the north, you will reach 
the hamlet Myslivna where you can take the last 
opportunity to have refreshment. Then you will 
continue up the winding trail to the top of Luž. 
More than two hundred years ago the first tourist 

trails led directly here. No wonder – the view from 
the lookout tower built on a flat place which is the 
only remnant of a former popular tourist chalet is 
phenomenal. You will be awarded by the breath- 
-taking panoramic view of the landscape around –
from the Ore Mountains, the Jizera Mountains, and 
the Zittau Mountains as far as Upper Lusatia. Luž hill 
looks quite amiable from the Bohemian side, but 
viewed from the Saxon side it is a real giant. Citizens 
of Waltersdorf, a lovely village on the northern foot 
of Luž, have been calling the mountain Polední hora 
(Noon Mountain) since time immemorial because 
if anyone looks up the mountain at noon, the sun 
is just over its top. Several trails and even a cable 
way lead from Waltersdorf to the top because the 
mountainsides of Luž are used for downhill skiing 
in Germany.

CVIKOV REGION
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JABLONNÉ AND THE SURROUNDINGS

JABLONNÉ V PODJEŠTĚDÍ  
A town with abundant sights

Jablonné v Podještědí is the oldest town of the 
Lusatian Mountains. Likewise the nearby castle 
Lemberk which will be mentioned in no time, the 
town is connected with the life of Zdislava of Lemberk 
who was canonized in the year 1995. St Zdislava 
married and lived in Lember castle; she founded 
a Dominican cloister together with her husband and 
started the construction of a church. The church was 
later burned down by the Hussites and in the early 
Baroque period it was replaced by the monumental 
basilica of SS Lawrence and Zdislava according to 
the project of Jan Lukas Hildebrandt. The temple 
gives the impression of a revelation. Those who are 
walking along the street without knowing what is 
ahead are astonished by the mighty and splendid 
church view of which opens suddenly through the 
vacant site between burghers’ houses. The frontage 
itself is flanked by sculptures but it is nothing in 
comparison with the interior under the mighty 
dome... The relics of St Zdislava are buried in the 
crypt. Her life is depicted in several priceless pictures 
from the year 1660, painted on copper plates. The 
refectory, ambits, basilica and crypt are component 

parts of the guided tour. Jablonné affords also other 
interesting sights. It is consoling to walk along the 
streets, admire beautiful Upper Lusatian houses and 
discover other historical gems. Just in the suburb 
there is Nový Falkenburk castle. This late Baroque 
building houses the children’s home today. The 
centre of the square is dominated by the Baroque 
plaque column decorated with fourteen statues. 
Within easy reach from here there is a church 
converted into a brewery whose tower serves as 
a lookout. If you set off on a sightseeing tour past 
the basilica towards Lemberk Castle, you will pass 
the late Baroque hunting lodge of the Pachts and 
one of the oldest buildings in the town – the Gothic 
Chapel of St Wolfgang which was rebuilt in the 
Renaissance style.
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LEMBERK CASTLE 

A lion’s seat soaring above forests

Hearing the name of Lemberk castle, most people 
will recall the castle which looks as though floating 
above the wooded hill, a  Baroque cake with 
a decorative candle. Hardly anybody knows that 
the castle is a centre of the landscape preservation 
area of Lemberk which is worth walking up and 
down. The castle has preserved its early Baroque 
appearance although originally it was a border castle 
built in the 13th century by Havel of the Markvartic 
noble family who had a lion in his coat-of-arms. That 
is why the castle was formerly called Löwenberg 
(Lion’s Hill Castle). Zdislava of Lemberk was the first 
lady of this stately seat. A quiet place is dedicated to 
St Zdislava in the surrounding forest park. Walking 
around the park you will come to the Empire gloriette 
sheltering the Zdislava’s well, a bit further, on the 
wooded slope, there is the Holy Trinity Chapel from 
which the alley runs to the early Baroque Bredovský 
summer-house. Let’s go back to the castle gate. At 
first the dominant of cylindrical dungeon will attract 
your attention. Its bottom part is probably the last 
remnant of Zdislava’s seat while the onion-dome 
originated in the early Baroque. Lemberk Castle 

offers an impressive experience to everybody – to 
those who are not interested in interiors and they 
would rather walk outside and admire the scenery 
as well as to those who prefer walking through the 
splendid halls. Two tour circuits enable visitors to 
explorer thoroughly the castle which Bred family 
furnished in the Baroque style. You will see the 
Fable Hall with a Renaissance panel ceiling, the 
Knight’s Hall with Baroque stucco, the castle chapel 
and the apartments of the Clam-Gallas noble family, 
the last castle owners, the scullery, the armoury 
and the room devoted to St Zdislava. Surrounding 
landscape is beautiful – there are ponds, forest as 
well as remarkable objects from recent time, for 
example statues and plastic art or a stone circle of 
menhirs called Bezčasí (Timelessness).

JABLONNÉ AND THE SURROUNDINGS



35

KROMPACH 
Towards the Jánské Kameny (Jánské Stones) and up mysterious Hvozd

The idyllic village of Krompach belongs to the 
best known recreational villages in the Lusatian 
Mountains. Why? It is its location that makes the 
village so unique. It lies below Hvozd, the second 
highest Lusatian mountain, in the ocean of beautiful 
meadows which smell so lovely in June that your 
head starts whirling. The Upper Lusatian houses 
of Krompach have been carefully maintained for 
generations, there is a unique collection of old 
yew-trees… You can choose from numerous sights. 
Moreover, it is possible to do hiking almost in all 
directions. It is only several hundred meters to 
Saxony, it is even nearer towards the rocks of Jánské 
Kameny. And they are really worth your visit. At the 
very border there are three stone walls– solitary 
basalt massifs which are the remnants of weather-
worn sandstone mass. They give the impression 
that they are a human creation. The first of them 
has a view terrace affording a fascinating view of 
Upper Lusatia. It is less than three kilometres to 
the top of Hvozd which is a hill having two tops 
and two faces. If you emerge from the forest and 
climb on the southern top of the hill, you will 

be still in Bohemia. Standing on a stone terrace 
with a cross, you can enjoy a breath-taking view 
of the landscape. The state border is only a few 
meters further and just behind it there is the chalet 
Hochwaldbaude. The northern hilltop is accessible 
from the Saxon territory but the mountains and 
forests are indifferent to human folly – they are 
compact and beautiful everywhere. The graceful 
stone lookout tower above the chalet Turmbaude 
will be a reward for your effort. The lookout tower 
is one year younger than its sister on Jedlová hill. 
The circle panoramic view from Hvozd, or if you like 
Hochwald, is fantastic. You can observe the scenery 
from the Zittau Mountains, Upper Lusatia, almost 
all the area of the Lusatian Mountains, the Jizera 
Mountains as far as the Ore Mountains; in the south 
you have a view of the Central Bohemian Uplands.
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JANOVICE V PODJEŠTĚDÍ 
Into the stone dwelling of hermits

Stone hermitages are a typical attribute of the 
Lusatian Mountains. You can come across them 
in many places. Most of them were carved in the 
late 17th century, another wave started in the 
late 18th century. This activity was considerably 
influenced by Emperor Joseph II who abolished 
the hermit fraternity of St Ivan and prohibited 
eremitism. Later he started to abolish cloisters 
as well. As monks sought refuge in the forests, 
the emperor unintentionally brought eremitism 
to life again. One of the most popular hermitages 
of the Lusatian Mountains is in Sloup, even the 
local rock castle bears the name of Poustevnický 
Kámen (Hermit’s Stone). Samuel Görner carved 
his hermitage in the opposite mountain and made 
glasses and binoculars in his dwelling. Now, let 
us go to Janovice, into the valley of the Dubnický 
Potok which is just beyond the village. The signpost 
indicates the direction towards the hermitages of 
Janovice. On the fringe of the forest you will fancy 
that you are right in the Baroque, in the year 1788 
when the Dominican cloister in Jablonné was 
abolished and two monks, Thomas and Valerian, 

took shelter right here. They built a little timbered 
house and carved their hermit cells in the rock – they 
may have continued in the work of a previous hermit 
who is said to have lived there before they came. 
Local people visited them when they needed advice. 
Later the monks were engaged in healing, they even 
taught religion at the local school. After they died, 
they were buried at the place where they lived. In 
1864, simple Stations of the Cross were created 
here and the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre was 
carved in the rock. This place became a very popular 
pilgrimage site visited by crowds of people. After 
the World War II the pilgrimages were stopped but 
at the turn of millennium several empathic people 
restored the place and the pilgrimages came back 
into the valley of Calvary of Janovice. This place is 
discreet but very beautiful.

JABLONNÉ AND THE SURROUNDINGS
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JÍTRAVA, ZDISLAVA, HORNÍ SEDLO 
Towards a castle, in a church and into rocks

Jítrava, a picturesque village situated in the valley 
of the Panenský Potok brook nearby a busy road 
leading from Jablonné towards Liberec, is clustered 
around its central dominant – the Church of 
St Pancras. In addition to a pleasant relaxation and 
an opportunity to enjoy delicious fare in a local 
tavern, you can set off on interesting trips from 
the village. As the Bílé Kameny (White Stones), the 
greatest attraction of the place, will be mentioned 
on the following page, let us set off to explore the 
hills in the south. First of all it is the scenery of 
almost mystical beech woods where the steel-grey 
columns look as though they were supporting the 
sphere – we are in the nature preserve of Velký 
Vápenný (Great Lime Hill). If we have a slice of luck 
and we chance upon speleologists in action, we 
will have an opportunity to get into the stunning, 
nearly three-hundred-meter long Západní jeskyně 
(Western Cave) with a unique dripstone decoration. 
In the vicinity of the cave we will discover the ruins 
of Roimund Castle. The township of Zdislava is only 
within a stone’s throw, lying in a nearby wide valley. 
The township has a remarkable sight – the Baroque 

Church of St John the Evangelist with a unique 
wooden painted ceiling. The graveyard by the church 
has a late Baroque morgue. If you go from Jítrava 
northwards, interesting rock formations are waiting 
for you. The first halt is in the village with a poetic 
name Černá Louže (Black Pool) from where the blue-
-marked trail will lead you to the sandstone rock 
spur of Havran (Rook) in Polesí which is projecting 
from the wooded hillock above the picturesque 
mountain village. You can enjoy a splendid view of 
the landscape due to the safe lookout which was 
built there. Further to the north you will reach Horní 
Sedlo village. This is a starting point to a unique rock 
city hidden in the forest. The Horní Skály (Upper 
Rocks) will astonish you with their high rock faces 
struggling through the forest growth up to the sky. 
The rocks are loved by rock-climbers and it would 
be a miracle if you did not meet any climbers there. 
The rock silhouettes are almost eerie in the light 
of setting sun.
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BÍLÉ KAMENY/ WHITE STONES 
About elephants sleeping in the Lusatian Mountains

The Bílé Kameny rocks, within eyeshot from Jítrava, 
are one of the wonders of the Lusatian Mountains. 
Walking along a meadow path leading up to the 
forest edge, you can hardly believe your eyes. There 
are two mastodons, two greyish white elephants 
lolling in the sun with their trunks hidden in the 
shade of the forest. You can hardly find a more 
fitting comparison – the rocks have been probably 
bearing their nicknames, Elephants’ Stones, since the 
Lusatian people learnt about elephants. Maybe, they 
are not elephants, they may be Tolkien’s Oliphants 
and those who pass their shining backsides will 
become hobbits having an irresistible desire to climb 
up their shining bodies and look over Middle-earth. 
It is rather bizarre and funny. Shallow hollows in the 
rocks which have been trodden by thousands of feet 
enable you to climb up the elephant’s spine to the 
top. There you can sit down on the baking rock and 
view the silhouette of the Lusatian Mountains over 
the perfectly smooth surface of the rocks. Maybe 
these rocks are neither elephants nor Oliphants, 
maybe it is a statue by Henry Moore, so audacious, 
beautiful and impressive land art. There is a legend 

about the Elephants’ Stones – on the rock top 
dwarfs gave the key from their treasury to a young 
shepherdess and then they sadly left the country 
because the land was devastated and people were 
wicked. After all, it might have something to do with 
Tolkien. The following geological facts are for those 
who are not able to let their imagination run riot: 
the Bílé Kameny rocks are the Tertiary Cretaceous 
sandstone formations of a uniform structure (which 
is a necessary precondition for the formation of 
a round shape) with a higher content of kaolinite 
(which gives them their creamy colour). Their 
round shape is a result of intensive erosion. Is this 
explanation more satisfying than the image of tired 
elephants having been resting at the forest edge 
for ages? 

RYNOLTICE REGION
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KŘIŽANY 
Into the Raven Rocks and to the water offering the most beautiful view

Křižany village lies on the borderline of the Lusatian 
Mountains and the Ralská Pahorkatina (Upland of 
Ralsko). It stretches along the road from Jablonné 
to Světlá pod Ještědem. In each village you are 
unintentionally attracted by its dominant, the church. 
In Křižany it is just like that; however, this is not any 
old church. It is necessary to watch carefully and then 
you can spot beauty where nobody else can see it. St 
Maximillian Church, formerly a Gothic building, later 
rebuilt in the Baroque style, is splendid although 
the ravages of time are perceptible. It is attractive 
and harmonious in spite of its tower which is not 
traditional. The adjoining Baroque presbytery with 
a mansard roof as well as the restored alcove chapel 
attract by their modest beauty. It is necessary to 
recommend to those who are real lovers of beauty 
to see the restored Pietsch Chapel which is in the 
meadows by the road running towards the railway 
station. The Chapel of SS Wenceslas and George 
surrounded by trees with the silhouette of Ještěd 
Mountain in the background is really eye-catching. 
Křižany village has one well-hidden secret. On the 
way to the Krkavčí Kameny (Raven Rocks), a tired 

hiker will discover a newly finished pond which is 
still without name because the local people are 
trying to find the most fitting one. Bathing here 
is indescribable, especially for the picturesque 
scenery. The view of Ještěd peak crowned with 
the shiny cone of Hubáček’s hotel, seen across the 
pond surface, is one of the most beautiful in the 
region. Only a few meters higher the rocks of Krkavčí 
Skály create a sharp edge of the hill. This favoured 
cliff is called the Vajoletka u Křižan by enthusiastic 
mountain climbers. The rock lookout surrounded 
by fanciful rock towers affords a breath-taking view 
of Ještěd peak as well as the Upland of Ralsko. 
Green-marked trail will lead you to other spots 
with splendid views and to the edge of a beautiful 
mountain meadow through which you can go back 
to the idyllic pond.

PODJEŠTĚDÍ REGION
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KRYŠTOFOVO ÚDOLÍ 
A fairy-tale mountain idyll

The expression “fairy-tale” sounds like a hackneyed 
cliché. However, while visiting the village of 
Kryštofovo Údolí for the first time, you will have the 
very same feelings. You will have a feeling that you 
are in much higher mountains, maybe somewhere 
in the Tatras... This village is really charming. The 
huge valley of the Údolský potok brook is scattered 
with picturesque Upper Lusatian houses, timbered 
and half-timbered houses, houses with a unique 
collection of decorative slate gables; high and 
steep slopes are rising on both sides of the valley. 
However, everything is dominated by the church 
complex on the hill with a graveyard, a Baroque 
presbytery, a wooden belfry with a mansard roof, 
and a morgue. St Christopher Church faced with 
slate has not been touched by changing human 
taste and has remained almost in the same form 
as it was in the time of its consecration. The early 
Baroque morgue in the cemetery is decorated by 
eight painted shields hanging on the walls. As soon 
as you come out of the gate of the church complex 
on the hill, the view of the village with the statue of 
St Wenceslas opens before you. At first glance you 

are attracted by one of the buildings because it is 
quite different. Kryštofovo Údolí has a transformer 
station which is exceptional – you can hardly find 
another of this kind anywhere. The first Czech village 
astrological clock was installed on the building 
wall. You can bet your life that it is really lovely. 
And its creator did a very good work! Apostles are 
marching past, all figures are moving. Master Hanuš 
(the creator of the Prague astronomical clock) would 
appreciate it. In addition to these sights, the Museum 
of Folk Nativity Scenes is situated just opposite. No 
wonder that Kryštofovo Údolí has been a preserved 
rural area since the year 2005. In the village part 
called Novina there is a nostalgic railway viaduct 
across which a steam engine chugs regularly on the 
saint’s day. The viaduct is curved and 230 metres 
long. Its fourteen arches are up to thirty meters 
high. The village of Kryštofovo Údolí is a delightful 
farewell with the Lusatian Mountains.

PODJEŠTĚDÍ REGION
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OSEČNÁ 
Along the Ploučnice River to its river heads and waterfall

The surrounding landscape of Osečná town is so 
beautiful that it is difficult to decide where to set 
off first. In the town centre you will be amazed both 
by the Baroque Marian column where four saints 
are guarding the Virgin Mary and by the Gothic- 
-Renaissance Church of St Vitus with the coat-of-
-arms of the Rohan family above the portal. On 
the hillock which is just a stone’s throw from here 
there is an entrancing sculpture group which has 
withstood the ravages of time. It is the work of the 
notable Baroque workshop of Matthias Braun. In the 
middle of the sculpture, St Luitgarda is embracing 
the crucified Christ, on the left there is St John 
guarding Christ’s peace with a drawn sword, on the 
right there is St Paul in the same pose. The hiking trip 
along the nature trail “Towards the springs” should 
start along the young narrow stream of Ploučnice. 
It is good to turn off the trail for a while at the 
picturesque Jenišovský mlýn (mill) and to go around 
Jenišovský rybník (pond) as far as the glittery lagoon 
girdled by trees. This is the place where the sources 
from a rich spring area supplying the Ploučnice 
River converge. The lagoon bottom is a remarkable 

and mystic world which is nice in all weathers. The 
nature trail affords splendid views of silvery Ještěd 
and of the scenery looking almost like alpine which 
is created by meadows rising up the hill and by the 
Lusatian Mountains in the background. The trail runs 
through the peaceful and calm Kundratice spa to 
one of several ponds, to Chrastenský rybník, which 
affords idyllic bathing and camping. Whoever sets 
off along the water stream, the Ploučnice River will 
lead him to the spot of almost magical attraction. 
The water falls down in cascades from the height 
of three metres into the lagoon washed out in the 
sandstone bottom. Just a little further away, you 
will be captivated by the fortress Krassa with the 
listed gate on which St Vendelín is guarding the 
coat-of-arms of the Hartig family.
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SVĚTLÁ POD JEŠTĚDEM / PROSEČ POD JEŠTĚDEM 
In the footsteps of Karolína Světlá and towards amazing outlooks

Johanna Mužáková started to write on doctor’s advice 
after her daughter had died. She wrote under the 
adopted pseudonym which was a name of her 
husband’s birthplace, the little village of Světlá. She 
was visiting the village for years. Walking around the 
village, she watched and listened closely, and then 
she wrote her novels and stories. Jan Neruda said 
that she was a George Sand of Czech literature. The 
writer’s memorial is situated in front of the church 
of St Nicholas and this is the place where the nature 
trail In the Footsteps of Karolína Světlá starts. You 
can set off on your trip from the linden tree where 
a girl from the story A Forest Maiden used to sit, 
past the tavern where Světlá located her Village 
Novel, then you will walk through meadows affording 
a wonderful view of the scenery with Hlubocký 
Hřeben (Hlubocký Ridge) and Ještěd Mountain in the 
background which will be accompanying you until 
you reach the slope of Mazova Horka (Maza’s Hillock) 
where you have a unique opportunity to enter the 
Skalákovna, a dwelling carved in the rock wall which 
the writer used as a location of her story A Rock- 
-Dweller. It is strange to walk around the rock cave 

and to imagine that someone really lived there 
because her story has a real basis. Walking across 
the golf course Lesopark Horka which also includes 
the grounds intended for children, you will get to 
the splendid historical Sluk’s farmstead (a location 
of her story At Seven Maples) and if you continue 
past the gardens of Rozstání village, you will reach 
the legendary cross by the brook which gave the title 
to the writer’s most famous story. After you climb to 
another farmstead which became a location of her 
story A Schoolmistress, you will find out that you 
are standing on the rock shelf offering a beautiful 
panoramic view of the Lusatian Mountains as far 
as the castles of Bezděz and Trosky and nearby 
Proseč pod Ještědem which is an idyllic village 
scattered in the meadow. The Ridgetrail is a historic 
road running from Javorník over Ještěd hill and 
the Lusatian Mountains to Bohemian Switzerland.

PODJEŠTĚDÍ REGION



43

STRÁŽ POD RALSKEM 
From the castle towards the amazing rock gully

The elongated square of Stráž pod Ralskem 
contains an unusually rich sculpture gallery. At 
the very beginning there is a  Baroque Marian 
column. The Virgin Mary is guarded by two angels 
and four saints – St John of Nepomuk, St Florian, 
St Sebastian and St Prokop. A bit higher, in the 
shade of trees, a remarkable statue of St Valentine 
of Rome, the patron saint of lovers, is located. Just 
behind it there is a space where statues of three 
saints have been placed. It is a stately procession 
to the castle Vartenberk. Today the castle has an 
appearance of Renaissance chateau and after many 
years of dilapidation it is being restored. If you are 
standing on the hillock above the castle, you can 
look into a courtyard richly decorated with sgraffito. 
The restored Holy Sepulchre and the grotto with 
Christ’s body are nearby the castle, on the hill with 
a mighty cross. If you continue along the revived 
alley, you will get to the Baroque Chapel of St John 
of Nepomuk. In the vicinity of the late Baroque 
Church of St Sigmund there are a statue of Emperor 
Joseph II and a memorial plaque of Heinrich Biber, 
a local native and a Baroque composer of European 

importance. Stráž pod Ralskem boasts a  large 
pond. Although the water dam Horecký Rybník 
is not suitable for bathing, it affords ample water 
sports opportunities – a tow for water skiing and 
for wakeboards. You have another possibility – you 
can take the biking trail “Ploučnice” intersecting the 
town and running through the varied and undulated 
terrain. No matter if you are biking or sailing, you 
will get to the spot of exceptional attractiveness. 
The narrow passage and two tunnels were carved 
through the massive rock faces. This place called the 
Průrva Ploučnice (Gully of the Ploučnice) is one of 
the most striking sites in our country. Then you will 
find yourself in a charming and picturesque village 
of Noviny pod Ralskem with a beautiful treasure of 
folk architecture. It is nice to go for a walk around 
the village.

PODRALSKO REGION
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HAMR NA JEZEŘE 
Into the paradise of bathing and into the rocks and castles

If it were not for iron ore in the adjacent rocks, the 
village of Hamr na Jezeře (Iron-Mill on the Lake) 
would not exist. In the Middle Ages several iron-mills 
were established here which needed a lot of water. 
Therefore new ponds were built. The largest of them 
bears the name Hamerské Jezero (Iron-Mill Lake). 
No matter if it is a pond or a lake, it is a beautiful 
water surface surrounded by a dynamic undulated 
landscape. The pleasant sand beach is a paradise for 
all lovers of relaxation nearby water. There is a nudist 
beach as well as a dogs’ beach, a rental of boats, 
sport facilities... Before the war Hamr was called 
the Riviera of the North and later a famous Czech 
film Angel on Vacation was made here. In 1988 the 
lake water was sluiced on the initiative of uranium 
mines. Today the lake serves the same purpose as 
before. Walking around the village is a pleasant 
experience – splendid hotel buildings of imposing 
architecture. However, there are also other sights –
the staircase rising to Křížový Vrch (Cross Hill) with St 
Mary Chapel, the beautiful Baroque statue of St John 
of Nepomuk created by Anton Max, a local native, 
and the preserved Baroque Piety... The surrounding 

landscape is of outstanding natural beauty. There 
is also a breath-taking circuit trail. At first you will 
walk up to Děvín Castle (Maiden's Castle), one of 
the most extensive ruins in our country, you will be 
enchanted by romantic outlooks over the lake and 
surrounding mountains; then you will continue past 
the spectacular Široký Kámen (Broad Stone) to the 
Theatre, the rocky scenery dominated by a massive 
natural gate, and finally you will climb on the top 
of the solitary monadnock called Stohánek which 
is the last witness of once bulky rock massif. If you 
climb carved stairs to the place where a border 
castle and later some dwellings of hermits used to 
be, the amazing view of the  Dlouhý Kámen (Long 
Stone), the opposite massif, will catch your attention.

PODRALSKO REGION
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HRÁDEK AND CHRASTAVA REGION

POPOVA SKÁLA (PRIEST‘S ROCK), ČESKÁ BRÁNA (BOHEMIAN GATE) 

Towards the beauty of north-eastern forests

We have reached the easternmost corner of the 
Lusatian Mountains, now let us turn to the north- 
-west and explore the surroundings of Hrádek nad 
Nisou. Dolní Sedlo village is a part of Hrádek. You 
can take the green-marked trail through the forest 
as far as the saddle below Popova Skála. The trail 
leads through the magical forests full of solitary rock 
formations and stones. In sunny weather you have 
a chance to watch a fascinating play of shadows and 
beams of sun light on the tree trunks. The higher 
you climb, the more fanciful landscape surrounds 
you. Suddenly you are among the rocks where some 
giants undoubtedly liked frolicking – big sandstone 
cubes and blocks thrown haphazard all around are 
the evidence of their rampage. The giants built small 
barriers and walls which have for us, the ordinary 
mortals, monumental dimensions. From the tops 
of scattered rocks it is possible to catch here and 
there a glimpse of the aim – the Popova Skála 
(Priest’s Rock), or Pfaffenstein in German. You have 
an opportunity to climb the ladder to the top of the 
high sandstone rock soaring above the forests whose 
shape gives the impression of a bizarre ship. The 

railing around the lookout makes the place safe. You 
have a panoramic view of Ještěd peak in the east and 
the massif of Hvozd (Thick Forest) with a small nob of 
stone lookout tower which dominates the undulating 
wooded horizon in the west. After returning to the 
saddle, you have two options. You can walk along 
the blue-marked trail over Sedlecký Špičák (Sedlec 
Spike) up to Kohoutí Vrch (Cock Hill) offering striking 
outlooks, or you can decide to take the unmarked 
trail down the slope promising the adventure on 
the borderline. The sloping path merges with a road 
running along the borderline and a hiker walking 
with broad steps – one leg in Bohemia, the other 
leg in Saxony – reaches a massive rock fissure after 
a while which is called the Česká Brána (Bohemian 
Gate) on both the sides of borderline. It is a nice 
and stately place.



46

GRABŠTEJN CASTLE 

A proud guard of the northernmost outpost

Those who take a long look from the Popova Skála 
(Priest’s Rock) to the north-east can see, without 
having a good sight, a big ship with a high beamy 
mast sailing from the islet of leafy forests surrounded 
with meadows and fields. Behind it, slender sailing 
boats are swaying on the undulating terrain… These 
are not sailing boats but wind turbines, and the ship 
in the foreground is a Gothic castle from the 13th 
century converted into a Renaissance castle about 
three hundred years later. The beautiful illusion of 
a ship has changed into Grabštejn Castle on the 
hill above Chotyně, only three kilometres from 
the Polish border. Those who set off on the tour 
towards the castle will find out that the castle was 
put up at a strategically excellent location. It sits 
on the massive rock whose three sides are secured 
by steep wooded slopes. In the early Middle Ages 
the borderland between the Bohemian Lands and 
Upper Lusatia was the area of incessant wars so each 
fortification had to comprise also a flanking tower 
(the tower for attacking the enemy trying to seize 
the castle). The fortification of Grafenstein Castle 
had such a tower in the 13th century. The name of 

the castle has changed, the character of the seat 
as well, the tower was remodelled several times 
and adapted to the style of the time. However, its 
beauty and dominance is still entrancing. The lower 
chateau located below Grabštejn castle was built 
in the Classical style and nowadays it is used as 
a Military training base of working dogs although 
the majority of the castle precincts is open to 
public, even in three tour circuits. You can go up 
to the tower without a guide and it is really an 
unforgettable experience because of the panoramic 
outlook. Those who have reached the castle can visit 
its dungeon, palace halls, and its interior but also the 
most valuable place in the area – the magnificent 
Renaissance Chapel of St Barbara decorated with 
exceptionally rich paintings... This chapel belongs 
to the most beautiful religious monuments in our 
country.

HRÁDEK AND CHRASTAVA REGION
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HRÁDEK NAD NISOU 
A town in Trojmezí (area lying on the intersection of borderlines of three states)

It is time to set off on the hiking tour to Hrádek, 
a town interwoven by the stream of the Nisa River. 
This town with long history boasts many interesting 
sights – the Classical building of town hall which is 
a restored house with a half-timbered upper floor 
housing an information point and a museum, a new 
replica of Baroque plaque column with the statuary 
of St Anne, a Neo-Gothic protestant church, an 
Empire presbytery ... Finally, the sightseeing tour 
around the town has taken us to the most interesting 
building – St Bartholomew Church, a Gothic building 
remodelled in the Baroque and Renaissance styles, 
with an old cemetery surrounding the church. The 
cemetery was converted into the park where several 
valuable tombstones and alcove chapels of the 
Stations of the Cross are preserved. Let us take the 
nature trail Stezka Stromů (Tree Trail) from Hrádek 
along the Nisa River and past Kristýna Lake (which 
will be mentioned on the following page) to a place 
with a special dignified atmosphere. This is such an 
inconspicuous place that a visitor can easily fail to 
notice it. Trojmezí or Trojzemí (i.e. the area lying on 
the intersection of borderlines of three states) is 

a meadow surrounded by beech-woods where the 
Oldřichovský Potok brook flows into the Nisa River. 
Entering this area was forbidden for a long time 
although the brotherhood of the three countries 
whose frontiers are intersecting in this only place 
was fiercely declared. Today this area is important 
for several reasons. In the year 2005 the Czechs 
and the Polish celebrated their accession to the 
European Union here. Four flags are placed here –
German, Czech, Polish and the flag of the European 
Union. It is the place which is a symbol of freedom. 
Nowadays you can cross from Bohemia to Poland 
across a footbridge. Maybe in the near future there 
will be a circle bridge if the financial circumstances 
make it possible.
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KRISTÝNA LAKE 
Wonderful bathing in a flooded mine

Before we set off on the hiking tour to the recreation 
area around Kristýna Lake, let me give you brief 
information about some places in the Lusatian 
Mountains where you can enjoy bathing. Frankly, 
there are a lot of such places in the region. For 
example Jezírko (Little Lake) nearby Svor, Horní 
Rybník (Upper Pond) at Mařeničky, Naděje 
(Hope) Dam Lake, and the pond in Křižany – the 
only thing you have to do is to find the icon of 
a swimmer on the map, take your swimwear and 
set out. There are a lot of popular and frequented 
sites – particularly Radvanecký Rybník at Sloup 
v Čechách, and swimming pools in Prysk, Kytlice, 
Horní Podluží, Jitřenín pod Jedlovou, Varnsdorf, Nový 
Bor, Heřmanice v Podještědí, Jablonné v Podještědí 
or in Rynoltice – Polesí. Of course, I have to mention 
another pleasant and popular site for bathing –
Olbersdorf Lake in the vicinity of Zittau. And now 
back to Hrádek nad Nisou where lignite was mined 
in several pits in the early 13th century. In the mid-
20th century opencast lignite-mining was started 
in Kristýna mine and in 1972 all works in the mine 
were finally stopped. Within three years, the mine 

was gradually flooded and gave rise to a marvellous 
lake. The area was converted into a resort and the 
facilities have been several times improved. Last 
improvements have been made recently. Clear and 
limpid underground water is without blue-green 
bacteria, the deepest place of the lake is about thirty 
metres and the access to water is comfortable. There 
are sandy and grassy beaches, sport fields, five- 
-kilometre long in-line trail, water slides and wooden 
statues and sculptures... The surrounding landscape 
is idyllic as well – forests and groves with a silhouette 
of mountain range in the background, a smaller pond 
with wetland which has been made accessible by 
corduroy paths. There is almost everything in the 
Lusatian Mountains – including wonderful bathing.

HRÁDEK AND CHRASTAVA REGION
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BÍLÝ KOSTEL NAD NISOU 
From the snowy church into the kingdom of butter

Alba Ecclesia, Bílý Kostel nad Nisou, is a charming 
village lying along the Lusatian Nisa River. As soon 
as you come here, you will know immediately why 
the village was given its name. The snow-white 
Church of St Nicholas was built in the 14th century; 
nowadays it is an early Baroque building with 
a perceptible influence of the Renaissance style, 
having a splendid polygonal tower and a beautifully 
constructed Baroque onion-dome. Its interior was 
almost entirely destroyed in 1950s. The community 
has restored the church and adapted the interior to 
suit the community needs; nowadays it serves as 
a cultural centre for meetings, concerts and other 
events. A Baroque presbytery, reliefs of the Stations 
of the Cross and a Classical statue of St John of 
Nepomuk belong to the church precincts as well. 
Those who admire scenic beauty will not hesitate 
to climb on a newly built lookout above the village. 
The panorama is astonishing – an islet with the 
church surrounded by picturesque houses against 
the background of mighty ridges of Dlouhá Hora 
(Long Mountain) and Velký Vápenný (Great Lime Hill) 
creates a peaceful and consoling picture of the place 

where one would like to stay forever. This is the place 
where the Way of Saint James, a pilgrimage route, is 
winding through the saddle between two peaks and 
through the valleys of Lužní Důl (Meadow Valley) and 
Lesní Důl (Forest Valley) to the village of  Kryštofovo 
údolí (Christopher’s Valley) – and of course much 
farther, as far as Santiago de Compostela to the grave 
of St James. A newly built section of the international 
biking trail Odra-Nisa is running through the area 
which was given a fitting name Paradies (Paradise). 
If you cycle several hundred meters, you will get to 
a house with a remarkable little museum of butter 
and bread. Vlastimil Hyška, the owner and keeper of 
the museum, will guide you around the exposition 
which presents the history of butter making and 
bread baking. He will show some rarities, including 
a replica of historical oven, and add some amusing 
riddles. You will be delighted by his kindness.
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CHRASTAVA 
Into museums, spas and to a transborder bridge

The little town of Chrastava is located at the 
confluence of the Jeřice and the Lusatian Nisa 
Rivers. Its square has a peculiar and irresistible 
magnetic beauty – an unusually sturdy Baroque 
Marian column will attract your attention at once. It is 
richly decorated with sculptures which are probably 
works of Matthias Braun School. The building of 
town hall and that of the former manor house of 
the Nostitz noble family are of historic value as 
well. Nowadays the manor house is a seat of the 
Information Point and the Municipal Museum. The 
exposition is just like the expositions you can expect 
to see in any municipal museum. Everywhere you 
can find something appealing, every time you feel 
the spirit of the past. The museum has another 
detached exposition located in a charming Upper 
Lusatian house on the bank of the Jeřice River. This 
building is the parental house of Josef Führich, 
an outstanding painter, who was a  professor 
at the Imperial Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna. 
The exhibits inside the house are an interesting 
collection commemorating the painter and his 
family. If you cross the Art Nouveau bridge, you 

will approach a marvellous and monumental gem 
of the Neo-Gothic – the Church of St Lawrence. In 
the adjoining park there is a tombstone devoted 
to the victims of the Austro-Prussian War. The 
Museum of Fire Fighting Technique is situated on 
the opposite side of the town. It was founded in the 
former Josephinian estate and all lovers of old fire 
engines will be delighted with the unique exhibits. If 
you want to see other interesting sights, you have to 
leave the town. The villa of Beneš built in imposing 
architecture is situated by the slip-road to Nový Bor. 
Today it serves as one of the facilities of the thermal 
spa. At first the water of mineral spring which is 
rich in iron is warmed up and then it feeds inner 
and outer pools. You do not need any booking in 
advance if you want to enjoy pleasurable bathing 
in mineral water. The destination of your hiking is 
a technical rarity. It is to the south of Chrastava, 
below the ruin of Hamerštejn Castle where you can 
transport yourself in a gondola of the Transborder 
Bridge which is the only one in our country. Don’t 
worry, you’ll walk it!

HRÁDEK AND CHRASTAVA REGION



51

REGION OF ČESKÁ LÍPA

ČESKÁ LÍPA 
A historical town in the southern foothills

Almost on the very border of the Lusatian Mountains 
there is a little town with an attractive historical 
centre where numerous sights are reminders of 
bygone days. The Augustinian cloister is one of the 
most remarkable historical buildings. The cloister 
was founded by the famous general Albrech of 
Vladštejn two years after he got the town into his 
possession, in the year 1627. He intended the monks 
to teach Latin everyone who would be interested in 
studying. Although Valdštejn was stabbed in Cheb, 
the cloister became prosperous, books were printed 
there, theatre performances were given, and the 
Holy Hut of Loreto with an ambit around and The 
Holy Stairs were built. The cloister Church of All 
Saints was granted the title of basilica minor by the 
Pope… Later the cloister dilapidated but nowadays 
it is in its former beauty. In the present the cloister 
houses the Museum of Antiquities, cultural events 
are held in Biber’s Chapel. The magnificent All Saints 
Basilica still serves its purpose, and the Renaissance-
-Baroque cloister garden affords a pleasant and quiet 
relaxation. Česká Lípa boasts several interesting 
churches and a  Cistercian provost house. The 

square is dominated by the Plaque Column. It is 
marvellous, without immoderate embellishment. 
On the top there is a sculpture of the Holy Trinity, 
the basement is decorated with Baroque reliefs of 
saints – Helpful Virgin Mary, St Sebastian, St Roch 
and St Rosalia. A hundred years later four statues 
of saints were added – St Florian, St Wenceslas, 
St Vojtěch and St John of Nepomuk. The square is 
a really stately centre of the town. If we add to the 
list the Renaissance summer-house Červený Dům 
(Red House), the water castle Lipý which houses 
the Centre of textile printing nowadays, the Neo- 
-Renaissance town hall, the building of Šatlava, 
once a magistrate’s jail which is nowadays a seat 
of the branch of archaeological museum, it is clear 
that Česká Lípa is an attractive town.
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PEKLO/ HELL 

A valley of heavenly beauty

The beautiful valley of the Robečský Potok brook, 
sought-after by tourists, is a connection between 
the foothills of the Lusatian Mountains and the 
Upland of Ralsko. The valley has been called the 
Peklo since time immemorial. The brook runs hastily 
from Česká Lípa south, towards Zahrádky village, 
and the scenery along the brook is really impressive. 
The sandstone rocks form a picturesque chasm 
here – a wild gorge lined by caves and overhanging 
rocks. The path meanders through the scanty alluvial 
meadows along the book, crosses the brook over 
bridges and duckboards, occasionally deviates 
on plank boards, runs through artificial tunnels…
Several ruins of ancient castles are sitting on the 
rocks from where the outlook over the valley and 
the surrounding countryside is really stunning. 
Fanciful rock formations watch over the valley 
like silent guards of beauty which is everywhere 
below them. In the early 19th century a romantic 
landscape spot originated here. The former owner of 
Zahrádky castle made the best of the scenery – he 
had the Robečský Potok brook dammed to make it 
navigable, his guests were provided with boats to 

enjoy an unforgettable experience while boating 
between high rocks. These trips are comparable 
to the popular boating trips in the neighbouring 
Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland. Since that time people 
have been trying to preserve this beautiful valley. 
While walking through the Peklo (Hell) Valley, 
you will find yourselves in the National Nature 
Sanctuary which has been preserved for more 
than fifty years. The nature trail winding through 
the valley starts from the famous rock formation 
of Skautská Skála (Scout Rock). This valley affords 
an unusual experience all the year round, but it is 
most frequented in the beginning of spring when the 
brook banks changes into endless white carpets of 
snowflakes. The valley leads to a picturesque Karba 
hamlet. Its lovely cottages clinging to rocks are an 
example of traditional folk architecture. The whole 
scenery is framed by a massive railway viaduct from 
the late 19th century.

REGION OF ČESKÁ LÍPA
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ZITTAU REGION

OYBIN 
Into the temple with the dome of sky

The ruins of the castle and cloister Oybin are 
such a mystical spot that Caspar David Friedrich, 
a master of romantic landscapes, was enchanted 
by its irresistible magic. His pictures of a ruined 
cathedral which had lost its vault and roof long 
before, sparked the effort to save and preserve 
this spot where the architecture and the landscape 
are in perfect harmony. It is worth your visit. If you 
do not see it, you will be deprived of one of the 
most amazing experiences. The site is accessible 
in several ways. However, the most attractive one 
is travelling by train. At Zittau station it is possible 
to get on a historical carriage drawn by a steam 
engine which runs on a  narrow gauge railway 
Zittauer Schmalspurbahn (having been in operation 
continuously since 1890). Sitting inside a wooden 
carriage, consuming bratwurst and beer, watching 
the countryside which is emerging and disappearing 
in the puffs of greyish fume, going now and then 
out to the carriage platform where the wind brushes 
your hair is a rare and unforgettable experience. 
Your destination is the railway station at Kurort 
Oybin which looks like a building from a model 

railway. Now let us set off along the Rytířská trail 
(Knight’s Trail) towards the castle. An old trade route 
ran from Prague, through Oybin to Görlitz. Emperor 
Charles IV had a huge border castle built there on the 
basement of a small rock castle. Later he founded 
a Cistercian cloister here with a stunning Gothic 
church which bear typical features of the Prague 
building school. In spring 1577 the church was 
struck by lightning, the subsequent fire destroyed 
its roof and the vault fell in. The power of this place 
is exceptional because its present vaulting is only 
the sky – the ultramarine vaulting with occasional 
cloudy frescoes and the stone walls rising up like 
praying hands. You will become silent feeling the 
power of the universe. Hiking on the top of Oybin is 
marvellous. It is a wonderful spot – a small medieval 
graveyard, rock lookouts, a famous library window, 
a rock tank, and ruined ramparts – an amazing site.
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LÜCKENDORF 
Towards the lookouts in the rocks of Brandhöhe and in the meadows

The Zittau Mountains have the same character as 
the Lusatian Mountains; the only thing they differ 
in is a much richer collection of remarkable rock 
cities and rocky ridges. The Spálená Skála (Burnt 
Rock – Brandhöhe) is one of them, lying between 
Oybin and the charming village of Lückendorf. 
The houses in the village represent traditional 
architecture – you can find Upper Lusatian houses 
and a little picturesque Baroque church. Hikers 
appreciate a dense network of well-marked tourist 
trails. If an enthusiastic hiker sets out along the 
green-marked circuit trail towards the wooded ridge, 
or along Kammweg which is a ridge way, he will 
be surprised by a breath-taking outlook over the 
landscape. From the meadow which is tempting to sit 
down in the grass your eyes can sweep the scenery 
with the silhouette of the Lusatian Mountains on 
the horizon. It is a stunning spot. Those who will 
decide to continue on their way up can expect the 
ridge trail which connects the Kammloch saddle 
and the rock lookout of Scharfenstein. They will go 
along the long Grosse Felsengasse, i.e. “Great Rock 
Street”, which is actually a mountain pass lined by 

high rock walls which give the impression that they 
are rows of houses in a real street. There are a lot 
of charming spots along the trail – the Mušlový 
sál (Muschelsaal, Shell Hall), the Satanova Hlava 
(Satanskopf, Satan’s Head), a lookout on the Mnišská 
Kazatelna (Mönchskanzel, Monk’s Pulpit), wonderful 
and sought-after climbing walls and towers… It is 
often necessary to squeeze through a narrow rock 
fissure and to negotiate steep stone steps. Those 
who are enthusiastic about “via ferrata” climbing 
have even an opportunity to climb the route Alpiner 
Grat where a climber is connected with a snap hackle 
to a steel cable running along the route. The last 
phase of the trail is the rise on the rock tower of 
Ostrý Kámen (Scharfenstein, Sharp Stone), Zittau 
Matterhorn. The amazing view from the lookout on 
the top will be a reward for your physical exertion. 
If anyone decided to set off towards Kammloch 
saddle and to continue to Oybin, he would meet 
Kelchsteine, giant rock ”heads” which are one of 
the wonders of the Zittau Mountains.
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KURORT JONSDORF  
A spa full of butterflies and fanciful rocks

Jonsdorf has been a popular and pleasurable spa 
town for more than one hundred and fifty years. Due 
to its location at the foothill of the Zittau Mountains 
it is a sought-after climatic spa. The Idyllic folk 
architecture, peaceful and nice surroundings are the 
main reasons why to visit Jonsdorf. However, there is 
another reason – Schmetterlingshaus or the Butterfly 
House where visitors can find sea aquariums, small 
lakes and fountains; the air is full of rustling of 
colourful butterfly wings. Real wonders are offered 
by the surrounding wooded slopes where peculiar 
rock formations, walls and towers are rising high 
above tree tops. The Nonnenfelsen (Nun‘s rock) 
massif is situated to the south west of the town. It is 
a far stretching rocky ridge stuck in the forests like 
a giant comb. You can negotiate the rock in two ways 
– along an easily accessible trail or in an adrenalin 
way if you decide to take the secured via ferrata 
comprising an exceptionally attractive suspension 
bridge between rocks. However, the gigantic rock 
stairs rising in the narrow space between high 
perpendicular rock faces are the most impressive 
part of the ridge. The view from the lookout on the 

top is unusual as well. You have the impression of 
being aboard a huge sailing boat which is ploughing 
through the ocean of spruces, pines and birches. 
The Carolafelsen (Karlina Skála, Caroline’s Rock), 
the opposite ridge, resembles another rock ship. 
Climbing up the carved stairs, you will get easily on 
the rock top where a comfortable lookout has been 
built. Nearby an exceptional sight is awaiting you, 
this time it is a sight into the Černá díra (Schwarze 
Loch, Black Hole). This monumental abyss is a former 
mine. If you descend to its bottom, you will find 
yourself in the remote past because the place has 
been converted into an open-air museum. Although 
mining was stopped more than a hundred years ago, 
the mine seems to be still in operation.
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GROßSCHÖNAU AND WALTERSDORF 
Through the paradise of damask linen towards fairy-tale cottages

The textile municipality of Großschönau affords 
a rich experience. If you only go for a walk around 
this town and the village of Waltersdorf, its adjacent 
recreational village, you will be astonished. The 
row of picturesque Upper Lusatian houses on the 
waterfront along the Mandava River and a group 
of three hundred listed Upper Lusatian houses in 
Waltersdorf, clustered along the brook which is 
cramped by stone bed, are a delicious experience 
for all gourmets of beauty. You could hardy find any 
more enchanting village where the Upper Lusatian 
houses are gracefully clustered in such a number 
and form almost a perfect complex. Their unique 
structural details are entrancing as well, especially 
their decorative stone door portals. A nature trail 
leads among the houses. Another trail, Textile Trail, 
runs through Großschönau. One of the tourist 
attractions is the Museum of Damask and Terry. The 
damask linen was produced in Großschönau from 
1666 until 1933; the first weaving loom for terry 
manufacturing was introduced in 1856. The linen, 
damask, terry and jacquard which are woven on 27 
operative historical looms in the museum and in the 

showroom can be bought by tourists as souvenirs. 
Other attractions: All-year water amusement in the 
Trixi Park, a tropical water park with a sixty-metre-
long toboggan, pools, whirlpools, salt water pools, 
saunas and solariums. Waltersdorf is dominated by 
Luž Mountain. Ski area on its hillsides offer ideal 
skiing opportunities in the winter due to nine ski-
-runs, a cable way, two ski lifts as well as cross- 
-country skiing trails in the length of 40 kilometres.  
Moreover, the Folk and Mill Museum in Waltersdorf 
as well as the tourist’s centre of the Zittau Mountains 
Nature Park will surprise all visitors by interesting 
expositions, a coffee-roasting plant and a pleasant 
restaurant.
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ODERWITZ 
Into the country of windmills

The village of Oderwitz is almost eight kilometres 
long lying in the middle of fields and meadows, 
surrounded by bristly islets of woods and groves. 
If you hike along the easy trail up Spitzberg hill 
and look around the landscape from the top of the 
monadnock, the village will lie open before you. You 
will see as far as Upper Lusatia and you can enjoy 
the view of undulated landscape of the Lusatian and 
Zittau ridges. While you are climbing down, you can 
take advantage of the local summer bob-sleigh run. 
Perfectly preserved windmills are the main reason 
why tourists are heading for Oderwitz. The biking 
trail Umgebindehaus Radweg runs past the windmills 
and, as the German name of the trail indicates, the 
trail continues past the Upper Lusatian houses as 
well. However, the best thing you can do before you 
set off, is to visit the information centre where you 
will be provided with leaflets and useful advice. The 
same building houses the seat of the meteorological 
studio which organizes various events and public 
lectures, you can view an interesting collection of 
meteorological measuring instruments there. Three 
windmills are awaiting you here, three graceful 

structures in a perfect condition. In the past there 
were numerous windmills in the vicinity of the 
village but the ones which have been preserved 
are worth seeing. Berndt Mühle, the oldest one, was 
built in 1787 and it has been standing in the same 
place since. It served its purpose until 1963, after 
the war it was equipped with an electrical driving 
device in case of windless days. Birkmühle from 
the year 1800 was originally standing in nearby 
Burkersdorf for seventeen years but later it was 
transferred on the hillock above Oderwitz. On windy 
days visitors can see the windmill working but the 
mill serves primarily as a Wedding Mill, as evidenced 
by its name. Neumann Mühle, the youngest of them, 
was transferred to Oderwitz from Oldříš in 1867, 
a village in the Ore Mountains which ceased to exist.
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SEIFHENNERSDORF 
In the kingdom of the far-famed highwayman Karásek

The municipality of Seifhennersdorf is situated in 
the vicinity of the Czech border between towns of 
Rumburk and Varnsdorf. The reason why tourists 
are interested in the place is the famous robber Jan 
Karásek who is nicknamed Prague John. The most 
famous highwayman and smuggler is not a fabulous 
person – he was born in the year 1764 in Prague 
neighbourhood of Smíchov and died in the cell of 
Dresden jail forty-five years later. He was a skilled 
cabinet-maker and butcher but later he started 
to improve his financial situation by picking and 
stealing. After a short involuntary military service 
he deserted and settled in nearby Leutersdorf. He 
became the chief of robber gang which operated 
in the large area in Lusatia and Bohemia. The local 
Karásek-mania was initiated by Heiner Haschke who 
founded the Karásek Museum where he exhibits the 
collection reminding Karásek’s activity as well as the 
ordinary articles of daily use of that time. You will 
walk through the rooms and bedrooms which look 
like abandoned several minutes ago; you will learn 
more about the Upper Lusatian houses, about the 
life and work of weavers and flax growing and you 

can even see fossils, tens of millions of years old, 
which were discovered while the slate was quarried 
there in 1950s. There are two family museums in 
the town as well. The Doll Museum of the Büttrich 
family exhibits more than two thousand dolls of 
all kinds. The endless rows of toys, thematically 
arranged, have also one concealed charm – the 
dolls are not any namby-pamby belles because 
each of them was played with sometimes. The 
Railway Museum was founded by the Frey family. 
You will be enchanted by a model railway which 
is laid out on the area of 150 m2. The collection 
contains historical as well as modern engines and 
carriages. The museum comprises also a seventy-
-metre long model of garden railway. 
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OSTRITZ 
Into the kind embrace of Marienthal convent

Within sight of Ostritz, in the valley of the Lusatian 
Nisa River, there is a site which looks like a place 
from another world. No matter what you believe 
in. Here your soul becomes quiet, and you realize 
that kindness and amiability have not disappeared 
from the world yet. Marienthal, a Cistercian convent, 
is more than an ordinary cloister. For instance, 
it is a Baroque gem. It was founded by queen 
Kunhuta, the wife of Václav I, in 1234 but after 
the devastating fire it was built again in the first half 
of the 18th century. It is sometimes referred to as 
the northernmost pearl of the Czech Baroque. The 
convent can be viewed as a self-sufficient complex 
as well. It has a bakery, brewery, sawmill and its own 
power station. It cultivates a vineyard and a large 
garden. Another view is a spiritual one – the convent 
is the oldest Cistercian cloister in Germany which 
exists continuously, so this is a place imbued with 
prayers. The nuns live here according to the spirit of 
the motto – ora et labora – pray and labour. And one 
more view – a kind and warm welcome. The convent 
is open to public, you can get almost everywhere, 
you are put up or even given a shelter in need. You 

will go through the open church and chapels, you 
will admire the Biblical Garden where forty of one 
hundred and ten species mentioned in the Bible 
are growing, you will climb past the vineyard to 
the Baroque Stations of the Cross, you can rest on 
a bench by the river and go to the convent shop 
where convent beer and crispy products of the 
bakery are sold besides objects of spiritual character 
and literature. Moreover, the Odra-Nisa biking trail 
marked with a green triangle leads from Zittau and 
after 577 kilometres it ends on the Baltic shore.
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OLBERSDORF 
A flooded mine – a paradise of sports and relaxation

On the very fringe of the village of Obersdorf, within 
sight of Zittau, a lignite mine was flooded in 1999. 
This flooded mine gave rise to a lake having the 
area of 60 hectares. Although its maximum depth 
is 40 metres, the lake bottom, gently shelving 
down, facilitates comfortable access to water. 
The lake is a real paradise especially for families 
with children. The lake is surrounded by forests 
which are interwoven by hiking and biking trails 
and it is pleasant to set off on the exploration trip 
around the lake. Your way can lead for instance 
to the Olbeersdorfer Uhrhof, the private museum 
of clocks which has the most extensive collection 
of clocks in the Federal Republic of Germany. The 
gigantic clock on the façade of the former manor 
house which is situated on the hillock above the 
village is a reliable hint where the museum is. You 
have another possibility – you can choose any of 
the Olbersdorf nature trails, for instance the trail 
mapping the history of local windmills or the one 
running in footsteps of mining history, or the trail 
providing information about the history of the 
Zittau narrow gauge railway which runs through 

Olbersdorf as far as Oybin Spa. However, you can 
just stay at the lake if you like. The large sandy beach 
with comfortable changing rooms, a bike rental, 
a children’s playground and a restaurant promise 
pleasurable relaxation and enjoyment of water 
sports. In addition to ample sports opportunities, 
the traditional sports events are organized here. 
For example the Zittau mountain run which can 
anybody join in. Each participant can adapt the route 
and means to his possibilities – he can run, walk, 
cycle, in-line skate or decide for Nordic Walking. The 
triathlon O-See-Challenge competition is even more 
prestigious and it was integrated into the worldwide 
XTERRA series, the best known and most strenuous 
cross-triathlon in Germany with up to one and a half 
thousands of contestants from all over the world.
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ZITTAU, OR ŽITAVA OR ŽITAWA AS WELL 
A gem of Upper Lusatian Sixtown

The town of Zittau, founded by King Přemysl Otakar 
II, is one of six Upper Lusatian towns which, under 
the impulse of Emperor Charles IV, have been 
associated in a stable fellowship for more than 
450 years. It is a town boasting numerous sights 
of unusual beauty. The historical centre is situated 
around the square where visitors admire a hundred-
-and sixty-year-old building of the town hall in the 
style of Italian Renaissance and the stone Mars 
Fountain built in the same style. Splendid Baroque 
burghers’ houses which are a few years younger 
are neat and carefully maintained as it is usual in 
Lusatia and Saxony. However, the historical part 
is dominated by the monumental Johanniskirche 
(St John’s Church), formerly a Romanesque basilica 
altered in the Classical style with an amazing wooden 
panel ceiling and a pair of towers one of which 
affords a really grandiose view of the entire town 
and its surroundings, the Trojmezí area (i.e. the area 
lying on the intersection of borderlines of three 
states). In Zittau there are several churches but the 
Church of SS Peter and Paul (Klosterkirche) is one 
of the foremost sights. It is a part of the precincts 

of Franciscan cloister and attracts attention not 
only by its slender church tower but because of 
the institutions which are housed there – the Town 
Museum exhibiting apart from other things the Little 
Lenten Altar Cloth of Zittau which is a valuable relic 
from 1573. The Big Lenten Altar Cloth of Zittau which 
is even older (1472) is exhibited in the desecrated 
church of Saint Cross. It bears the pictures from 
the Old and New Testament arranged in ten rows 
each of which contains nine pictures. The splendid 
building of old Salt-house from 1511 is one of the 
most photographed buildings in the town. Zittau 
is a town astonishing its visitors by a multitude 
of historical buildings clustered in a rather small 
space – burghers’ houses, butcheries, bastions, 
schools as well as parks and gardens.
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